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2013 Citizens of the Year Event 

 
You are cordially invited to the annual Ponce Inlet 
Citizens of the Year Award Ceremony and Dinner to 
be held Thursday, April 11th at the Community 
Center. The awards are given to individuals who 
have made outstanding contributions to the commu-
nity over the years and deserve to be recognized. 
This event is a celebration of one of the many rea-
sons why we choose to live in Ponce Inlet and it de-
serves your support.  
   
A BYOB happy hour will begin at 5:00pm to be fol-
lowed at 6:00 by a short meeting voting for Citizens 
for Ponce Inlet board members and officers. This 
year’s speaker will be Town Manager Jeaneen 
Clauss. Following her presentation the two “Citizens 
of the Year” awards will be given.  The lasagna din-
ner will be served at approximately 6:45.   
Tickets for the event and lasagna dinner are only 
$7.00 dollars and are on sale at the Community Cen-
ter. Please see the flyer on page 2 for complete de-
tails. 
  
We look forward to your attendance at this year’s 
event. Your support and appreciation of these deserv-
ing Ponce Inlet citizens will be appreciated. 
 
 
 

 
A NOTE FROM CITIZENS FOR PONCE INLET 

VICE PRESIDENT JIM HINSON 

The Citizens for Ponce Inlet 
organization is responsible for 
the following and it all takes 
money: 

 Quarterly Newsletter 

 Sponsors the Citizen of the 
Year Event and Dinner 

 Candidate forum 

I was very surprised when I found out that we only 
have 148 residents with a paid subscription and we 
mail out over 1,500 copies of the newsletter.  The 
Town of Ponce Inlet partners with the Citizens for 
Ponce Inlet to pay the annual costs of approximately 
$8,000 for the printing and mailing of these newslet-
ters.  I am asking you, if you haven’t paid for your 
subscription please do so.  Fill out the Membership 
Registration Form on the back page of this newsletter.  
Help the CFPI pay for the newsletter and stop using 
your tax dollars.  I firmly believe we can make it hap-
pen.  Make your check out to Citizens for Ponce Inlet 
and mail to our Treasurer, Judy Huggins at 44 Coastal 
Oaks Circle, Ponce Inlet, FL  32127 or drop off at the 
Ponce Inlet Community Center.  Thank you! 
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The Citizens For Ponce Inlet News-
letter is published four times yearly to 
inform the citizens and businesses of 
Ponce Inlet about matters which may 
be of interest or have an impact on 
them. The newsletter is not a public 
forum and no editorial articles or let-
ters will be accepted for publication.  
 
The Town of Ponce Inlet’s arrange-
ment with the Citizens For Ponce In-
let organization is that the Town of 
Ponce Inlet covers the cost of the 
printing of the newsletter in exchange 
for running information from all of 
the Town’s departments.  The Citi-
zens For Ponce Inlet organization 
puts the newsletter together to include 
articles from all of the various organi-
zations within the Town.  The Citi-
zens For Ponce Inlet organization also 
pays for the mailing and handles oth-
er local distribution.  Though the 
printing varies from one issue to the 
next based upon its size, the Town of 
Ponce Inlet spent $5,522 in total for 
the four issues published last fiscal 
year. 
 
The newsletter does not accept paid 
advertisements so please consider 
becoming a member of the Citizens 
For Ponce Inlet by completing the 
form on the last page of this publica-
tion.  Your membership helps defray 
the costs of the many activities of this 
organization including postage for the 
newsletter, the annual Candidate’s 
Forum, and the Citizens of the Year 
awards event. 
 

All comments, questions, and articles for 
submission should be directed to:   
 

Citizens For Ponce Inlet 
4670 South Peninsula Drive 

Ponce Inlet, FL 32127 
  

Or: 
ponce.newsletter@gmail.com 
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From the Town Manager, 
Jeaneen Clauss,…  
 
Spring is here and Ponce Inlet 
has a lot to offer for those who 
enjoy being out in this beautiful 
weather.  Not only does our com-
munity boast of its pristine view 
of the ocean and the intercoastal 
waterway but we offer trails and 
boardwalks to provide access to 
areas that would otherwise be far 
more difficult if not impossible 
for most to see.  Ponce Inlet also 
proudly co-sponsors numerous 
events in the coming months – a 
Children’s Easter party, Corvette 
show, Turtle Release Day, Ice 
Cream Social, Flea Market,…  
We never stop in our efforts to 
improve your quality of life here 
in Ponce Inlet.  As projects go, 
having completed the restroom 
improvements in the Kay & 
Ayers Davies Lighthouse Park 
(where you will now even find a 
dog fountain available for your 
thirsty canine companion) and 
with benches now ordered for the 
pavilion at this park, our primary 
project is building a boardwalk at 
Timucuan Oaks.   However, 
we’ve also made some improve-
ments that you may have noticed 
recently to make the dog park 
more enjoyable for you and your 
pet and we are planning other 
maintenance enhancements for 
this park the coming year.      
 

The Town proudly co-sponsored 
the highly publicized and well-
attended historic beach racing 
parade on February 16th – high-
lighting another aspect of the 
Town’s rich history.  This parade 
traveled along the course of the 
original beach racing track, 
which began at the North Turn 
on South Atlantic Avenue to the 
South Turn / Beach Street, where 
it traveled onto the beach and 
headed back up to the North 
Turn.  The Town in conjunction 
with Volusia County made fa-
çade improvements and marked 
these historic locations with are 
used as two beach access points 
last year.  Monuments commem-
orating historic beach racing 
were put in place at that time, 
along with checkered flags and a 
checkered walkway. 
 
Town Regular Election – 2013.  
Ponce Inlet’s election is sched-
uled to be held on Tuesday, Au-
gust 13th.  Three seats will be up 
for election on the Town Council 
this year.  Seat 1 (Mayor), Seat 3, 
and Seat 5 will be open for two 
year terms.  Qualified candidates 
must be a resident of the Town 
for at least twelve (12) months 
and a registered voter in Volusia 
County for six (6) months prior 
to qualifying period.  Qualifying 
period will begin on Monday, 
June 3rd at noon and will end on 
Friday, June 7th at noon.  If you 
are interested in serving your 
Town in this manner, please con-
tact Deputy Town Clerk Kim 
Cherbano at 386-236-2150 for 
more information. 

 
2013 Volusia League of Cities 
Distinguished Service 
Awards.  These awards are 
presented each year to recog-
nize individuals who have 
made their communities and 
Volusia a better place to live.  

The Town is 
very proud to 
have two of 
its employees 
selected for 
this county-
wide recog-

nition.  John Brooks, Driver 
Engineer / Emergency Medical 
Technician with the Town’s 
Fire Depart-
ment and Peg 
Hunt, Code 
Enforcement 
Officer in the 
Building and 
Code Division 
of the Planning 
and Development Department 
have been selected to receive 
Volusia League of Cities Em-
ployee of the Year Awards.  
The awards are a great honor 
for both of them and for the 
Town as a whole.  Congratula-
tions to both John & Peg!  
 
 
Spotlight on Cheryl Herren, 
Fire Driver Engineer…  

Cheryl Herren has been with 
Ponce Inlet Fire Rescue since 
2005. She started as a firefight-
er paramedic with the city of 
Daytona beach over 22 years 
ago, and moved on to serve 
with the City if Daytona Beach 
Shores as a Public Safety Of-
ficer before coming to Ponce. 
Cheryl has also taught as an 
EMS Adjunct Faculty member 
of Daytona Beach Community 

Town Manager 
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College’s (now DSU) EMS Pro-
gram, educating and influencing 
many of the folks that are now 
working in the field of fire and 
EMS.  She is also a registered 
nurse and works at one of the 
local hospitals in the emergency 
room on her time away from the 
fire department, with this back-
ground adding to her high level 
of EMS clinical proficiency. In 
addition to Cheryl’s duties as 
Driver/Engineer/Paramedic, 
Cheryl helps out as the fire de-
partment’s quartermaster. This 
task makes her responsible for 
ordering all of the fire depart-
ment’s uniforms and bunker 
gear, a never ending job trying 
to keep everyone looking pro-
fessional, and happy.  When she 
has time away from her jobs she 
enjoys taking advantage of our 
great local activities such as 
hanging out at the beach or 
spending time out on the river, 
and not to mention, she’s a big 
Star Wars fan as well! 
 

Hurricane Season Is Only A 
Few Months Away 

Make sure your information is 
up-to-date in our CodeRED® 
Emergency Notification Sys-
tem.  The system will distribute 
emergency messages via tele-
phone to targeted areas or the 
entire Town at a rate of 1,000 
calls per minute. CodeRED® 
employs a one-of-a-kind Inter-
net mapping capability for geo-
graphic targeting of calls, cou-
pled with a high speed tele-
phone calling system capable of 
delivering customized pre-
recorded emergency messages 
directly to homes and business-
es, live individuals and answer-
ing machines. 
 
Ponce Inlet residents and busi-
nesses are welcome and encour-
aged to enter their contact infor-

mation for home, business, and 
mobile phones so they may be 
contacted by the system in the 
event of an emergency. It is im-
portant for town residents and 
businesses customers to register, 
especially if they use unlisted 
numbers, cell phones, or VOIP. 
Those who do not register their 
address and phone number may 
not be notified with CodeRED® 
in the case of an emergency. 
Registration is confidential, 
free, and easy.  
 
Please go to the Town’s web 
page at www.ponce-inlet.org 
and click the CodeRed® link for 
more information and to regis-
ter. 
 
Town Holiday Closings.  Town 
offices will be closed on Mon-
day, May 27, 2013 in ob-
servance of Memorial Day. 
 
Town Businesses on Website.  
Please check out our webpage 
for a directory of Ponce Inlet 
businesses.  You’ll be surprised 
by the variety of services so 
close at hand.  This is a compi-
lation of those within the Town 
limits who have obtained the 
required business tax receipt 
(formerly known as occupation-
al license).  This business direc-
tory can be found as a link to 
the Town’s home page – 
www.ponce-inlet.org.   
 
Wanted: Interested Citizens to 
serve on Town Boards.  The 
Town Council seeks interested 
citizens to serve on our advisory 
committees.  To view the current 
vacancies, you can visit our web-
site: www.ponce-inlet.org or call 
Town Hall.  Please note that you 
must be a resident & a registered 
voter of the Town of Ponce Inlet 
in order to be appointed to the 
various boards.  We appreciate 

your interest in serving as a vol-
unteer in your community.  
 
Town Council & Board Meet-
ings.  The Town Council meets 
the third Thursday of every 
month, 6:00 p.m. at the Council 
Chambers, 4300 S. Atlantic Ave-
nue.  Special meetings are sched-
uled and noticed as needed.  The 
agendas are for all Town Council 
and Town Boards are posted at 
Town Hall, and on the website.  
For your convenience, all Town 
Council and Town Board meet-
ings are now live-streamed so that 
you may listen from the comfort 
of your home through the Town’s 
website.  The audio of all meet-
ings is also archived on the web-
site.  Both the live and archived 
meetings can be found by clicking 
on the audio streaming icon on 
the front page.  Live streaming 
plays through Windows Media 
Player.  If you come to meetings 
at the Council Chambers, enjoy 
free Wi-Fi while you’re there.   
 
Please visit our website 
www.ponce-inlet.org for all pub-
lic meeting notices and minutes, 
general information, and status of 
current or upcoming projects.  
Further, be sure to read the back 
of your utility bills for special an-
nouncements and important infor-
mation.  If you haven’t already 
done so, please sign up for our 
email list through the website.  
Just please be informed that in 
doing so your e-mail address be-
comes a public record and we 
must provide it to anyone upon 
request. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.ponce-inlet.org
http://www.ponce-inlet.org
http://www.ponce-inlet.org
http://www.ponce-inlet.org
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…..with Police 
Chief  
Frank Fabrezio 

 
 
 
 

 
Maintaining Integrity and 

Professionalism at Ponce Inlet 
Police Department 

 

 
 

Did you know that the Ponce 
Inlet Police Department is one 
of the smallest agencies in Flori-
da to receive accreditation?  An 
accreditation program has long 
been recognized as a means of 
maintaining the highest stand-
ards of professionalism.  The 
Ponce Inlet Police Department 
(PIPD) seeks to demonstrate a 
high level of performance, en-
hance and maintain the integrity 
of the department, and promote 
a high level of community con-
fidence in its operations. Ac-
creditation is a coveted award 
that symbolizes professionalism, 
excellence, and compe-
tence.  PIPD is proud to be State 
Accredited through the Com-
mission for Florida Law En-
forcement Accreditation 
(C.F.A.).  
 
As an accredited law enforce-
ment agency, PIPD must adhere 
to standards set by the Commis-
sion for Florida Law Enforce-

ment Accreditation. Every three 
years the PIPD must provide 
proof of the department’s com-
pliance with the 257 standards 
established by the commission.  
 
The standards address thirty-
nine law enforcement catego-
ries. The major categories are: 
 

 Organization, management, 
and administration  

 Personnel structure  
 Personnel processes  
 Use of force 
 Training 
 Operations  
 Operational support  
 Traffic operations  
 Communications and records 
 Property and evidence 

 
The standards set forth by Com-
mission for Florida Law En-
forcement Accreditation serve 
as a guide for the agency to 
strengthen its operations, im-
prove service delivery, solidify 
interagency cooperation, and 
establish fair and nondiscrimina-
tory personnel practices. Ulti-
mately the standards improve 
the department’s ability to boost 

citizen and staff confidence in 
the agency.   

 

For more information about 
C.F.A. and the accreditation 
process, please visit http://
www.flaccreditation.org/
Index.html. 
 

 
Synthetic Drugs Receive 
Emergency Scheduling 

 
The Florida Department of Law 
Enforcement (FDLE) has pro-
vided the following information 
addressing new psychoactive 
synthetic substances that are be-
ing marketed to Florida’s youth.  
Likely produced as legal substi-
tutes for ecstasy, cocaine and 
amphetamines, these chemicals 
are powerful stimulant drugs 
that have been designed to avoid 
legal prosecution and are com-
monly available on the internet, 
in specialty “smoke” shops, and 
in convenience stores.  Like 
those pictured below, synthetic 
drugs can be comprised of dif-
ferent unregulated chemical sub-
stances and are being sold under 
a variety of names or brands. 

Police 

http://www.flaccreditation.org/Index.html
http://www.flaccreditation.org/Index.html
http://www.flaccreditation.org/Index.html
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Both the law enforcement com-
munity and medical profession-
als indicate that these substances 
are becoming increasing popular 
due to the perception that they 
provide a seemingly safer alter-
native to illegal methods of get-
ting “high” and that they can be 
easily obtained. 
 
On December 11, 2012, Florida 
Attorney General Pam Bondi 
deemed synthetic drug chemi-
cals to be a significant threat to 
health and public safety within 
the State of Florida.  By delega-
tion of authority granted under 
Chapter 893.035(7)(a), Attorney 
General Bondi placed these 
chemicals as emergency Sched-
ule 1 drugs; their purchase, pos-
session, sale, and/or distribution 
can result in a felony arrest. 
 
If you would like more infor-
mation about the emergency 
scheduling of synthetic drugs, 
please contact the Florida De-
partment of Law Enforcement at 
(850) 410-7645. 
 

 
S.A.F.E. 

 
On March 26, 2013, the Ponce 
Inlet Police Department hosted 
its fourth Self-Defense Aware-
ness and Familiarization Ex-
change (S.A.F.E.) class.  The 
two-hour program has helped 
educate women in ways to re-
duce the risk of becoming vic-
tims of violent crime and the 

concept of physical self-defense. 

 
The classes have been complete-
ly full, and we have a waiting 
list for our next program.  The 
enthusiasm displayed by the 
participants has been contagious 
and an entertaining time has 
been had by the women as well 
as the instructors. 
 

Please contact the Police De-
partment at (386) 236-2160 if 
you are interested in registering 
for our next class or check the 
town’s website for additional 
information.      
 

The Real Scoop on Poop 
 

Did you know that America’s 
78.2 million dogs collectively 
deposit 10 million tons of waste 
per year?  That’s enough dog 
doo to fill 267,500 tractor trail-
ers.  Not only is animal waste 
messy, unsightly, smelly and 
bothersome, but it also creates a 
serious health hazard if not dealt 
with properly. 

 

The most responsible thing pet 
owners can do for their family, 
community and environment is to 
make sure their pets are picked up 
after.  Per Section 10-36 of the 
town’s ordinances, you are re-
quired to clean up after your ani-
mals.  We have received com-
plaints at the police department that 
some individuals are not abiding by 
this code.  In the future, please be a 
“good neighbor” and pick up after 
your animal. 
 
Thank you for your time and effort 

to help keep our community beauti-
ful. 
 

PIPD Coffee Mugs 
 

Do you have pride in your police 
department and want to share a 
small token of it with friends and 
family?  Ponce Inlet Police Depart-
ment coffee mugs can be the per-
fect souvenir.  These attractive na-
vy and gold mugs are available at 
the police department for a small 
donation, which helps support the 
police department’s community 
programs and operations. 
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…With Fire 

Chief Dan 

Scales 

 
 
 
 

 
Non-emergency Transport 
Program Update: 

The Ponce Inlet Fire Depart-
ment continues to transport non-
emergency patients to the hospi-
tal.  
To date, the fire department has 
transported over 60 patients, and 
all transports have occurred with 
no operational issues. The feed-
back from patients and our fire-
fighters continues to be very 
positive. The most obvious ben-
efit our patients continue to ex-
perience is getting to the hospi-
tal quicker with Ponce Inlet 
transporting. Another significant 
benefit that our patients now 
enjoy is what we call 
“continuity of patient care”. 
This is where the EMT or para-
medic that initiates patient care 
continues it throughout the en-
tire transport process. This re-
sults in no loss or degradation in 
patient care information when 
they arrive at the hospital. Also, 
our staff knows the patient out-
come at the receiving facility 

and the results of the care we 
provide, which helps improve 
future patient encounters. 
If you have any questions about 
the non-emergency transport 
program, please contact the Fire 
Department.  
Prepare Now for Hurricane 
Season ‘13:  Now is the time to 
make preparations for upcoming 
hurricane season.  Check your 
kits to be sure you have a fresh 
supply of batteries as well as 
other necessary items. Remem-
ber, we are only 1 month from 
the next hurricane season. For 
more information on hurricane 
preparedness, check the Coun-
ties web page at:  
http://www.volusia.org/services/
public-protection/emergency-
management/before-a-disaster/ 
 
Dry Season Safety Remind-

ers:   

We are now in the height of the 
spring dry season. The spring of 
2013 expects to be one of the 
driest on record. Even though 
we have received a small 
amount of rain over the past few 
weeks, this amount was far from 
what is really needed. We also 
had another warm winter for the 
area which continues to worsen 
the dry conditions. We ask that 
you remain vigilant whenever 
you are using open flames out-
door (cooking, decorative, etc.) 
as well as safely disposing 
of  cigarettes (not outdoors). Al-

so, keep vegetation around your 
home under control. If you have 
questions on how to make your 
yard “fire safe”, please contact 
the Fire Department at 322-
6720. Our crews would be hap-
py to visit your home and give 
you guidance on how to make 
your yard fire safe. 

 

…From Fire Marshal Derek 
George   
 

 
 
 

APARTMENT AND CON-
DOMINIUM FIRE SAFETY 
TIPS 
Responsibility for the fire safety 
of your building lies with each 
and every resident. That's why it 
is so important that you plan 
together to keep your building 
as fire safe as possible and learn 
the right thing to do should fire 
break out. The first place to start 
is to learn the facts. 

 Smoking is the #1 cause of all 
fatal apartment fires. And, 
nearly a third of them are 
caused by someone smoking 
in bed. 

 Most residential fires occur at 
night when condos and apart-
ments are most heavily popu-
lated. 

Be Prepared! Plan Ahead for 
Everyone's Safety! 
Meet with your landlord or 
building manager to devise fire 
safety plans for your building. 
As part of your group planning, 
explore your building. Know 
every possible exit, including 
exits from laundry, storage, and 
recreation rooms. If hallways 

Fire and Rescue  

http://www.volusia.org/services/public-protection/emergency-management/before-a-disaster/
http://www.volusia.org/services/public-protection/emergency-management/before-a-disaster/
http://www.volusia.org/services/public-protection/emergency-management/before-a-disaster/
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become smoky in a fire, your 
memory can help you find a 
way out. Remember never to 
use elevators in a fire. Keep exit 
and stairwell doors closed at all 
times, but not locked. And, keep 
exits clear of debris and storage.  
Focus on these four key ele-
ments in your fire safety plan: 
prevention, detection, escape 
planning and practice, and 
fire department notification.  
Prevention 
An ounce of prevention can save 
your life. Prevention is your best 
insurance against fire. Take the-
se simple fire safety precautions 
in your own unit to prevent fire 
from starting.  
Be careful with smoking materi-
als. Keep large ashtrays for 
smokers and never smoke in 
bed! 
Keep matches and lighters out 
of the reach of children. Store 
matches and lighters in a locked 
cabinet up high out of the reach 
of children. 
Check regularly for electrical 
hazards, such as worn electrical 
cords, overloaded extension 
cords and outlets, and broken 
appliances. 
Don't store flammable liquids in 
your home, car, or anywhere 
else inside your building. 
Don't use balconies, porches, 
fire escapes or furnace rooms 
for storage. Fires starting in the-
se areas can burn undetected. 
Detection 
Make sure the fire detection sys-
tem works! If fire strikes, smoke 
detectors and fire alarms alert 
you to a fire right away, so you 
can get out of the building safe-
ly. Be sure your building has a 
working fire alarm system and 
learn to recognize the sound of 
the alarm. Know where the 
alarms are located in your build-
ing and how to operate them in 
an emergency.  
Install smoke detectors on every 

floor of your own unit. Be sure 
to place detectors on the ceiling 
near bedroom areas. This way, if 
a fire starts while you’re asleep, 
detectors will wake you before 
it's too late.  
If you notice that smoke detec-
tors in your own unit or in pub-
lic hallways are beeping, be sure 
to have their batteries changed 
or electrical systems checked. 
Replace dead batteries immedi-
ately.  
Escape Planning and Practice 
In a fire, there is no time to stop 
and think. You need to know in 
advance the two quickest safe 
ways out of your unit and your 
building. That is why it is criti-
cal that you make and practice 
escape plans.  
Draw up floor plans for each 
floor with exits clearly marked. 
Ask your building manager to 
post the floor plans in high-
traffic areas, such as near eleva-
tors, exit doors, and foyers. 
Make a point to review the floor 
plans now - because in a fire, 
smoky conditions and urgency 
can make this impossible.  
Once you've mapped out evacu-
ation procedures, decide on a 
meeting place outdoors. Go 
there as soon as you exit the 
building and stay there. This 
way, you can keep track of who 
is out and who may be trapped 
inside. If you think someone is 
trapped, tell the fire department 
- do not go back into the build-
ing yourself.  
PRACTICE! Rehearse your es-
cape plans as a group. Appoint a 
floor captain and hold a fire drill 
to make sure that everyone 
knows the rights thing to do 
when the alarm sounds.  
Fire Department Notification 
Call 9-1-1! As a general rule, 
get out of the building, and then 
call the fire department from a 
safe place. When you call, be 

ready to provide your locations 
and any other information about 
the fire.  
 
What to Do If Fire Strikes 

 Don't rush out of your apart-
ment into the hallway. First, 
feel the door. If it is hot, use 
another way out. If the door is 
cool, leave by the nearest exit. 

 If an announcement can be 
heard over your building's 
public address system, listen 
carefully and follow direc-
tions. 

 Never use elevators in a fire! 
Use the stairs. Close all doors 
behind you to slow fire 
spread. 

 If your planned escape route 
becomes smoky, get down on 
your hands and knees and 
crawl. Smoke rises, so the 
cleanest air is near the floor. 

 Never go back into the build-
ing. Go directly to your 
planned meeting place and 
stay there. If you think some-
one is trapped inside, notify 
the fire department. 

 If you can't escape your apart-
ment, stuff wet towel, sheets, 
or clothes around the door and 
vents to keep smoke out. 

 Call the fire department and 
tell them where you are. If no 
smoke is coming into the 
room you are in, open a win-
dow slightly both at the top 
and the bottom. Stay low and 
wave a bright cloth, towel, or 
sheet out the window to signal 
your location. 

Remember, by accepting re-
sponsibility to keep your apart-
ment or condo fire safe, you are 
not only protecting yourself, but 
your neighbors as well. A little 
bit of planning and awareness 
can make the difference be-
tween safety and disaster… for 
everyone!  
 



 

April  2013                              Citizens For Ponce Inlet Newsletter                                                   Pg. 9 

Smoke Alarms (Smoke Detec-
tors): You remembered to set 
your clock ahead but did you 
remember to change the bat-
teries in your smoke detec-
tors? 
                                                               
Volunteer Firefighter Spot-
light 

 
Peter Steffen 
chose to vol-
unteer with 
Ponce Inlet 
for several 
reasons. For 
one, he really 
loves the area, 
the people, 
and the great 

amenities it has to offer; and 
Ponce Inlet Fire Department is 
one of the few departments in 
the area with a volunteer pro-
gram which allows him to stay 
current with training and skills. 
The fire service is something 
brand new to him as he comes 
from a hospitality management 
and sales background; either 
path he could have followed 
successfully, but he knew he 
had something to offer in this 
field as well.  He was inspired 
by his wife (who became a 
nurse); they both have natural 
ability and a passion to help 
people. The Fire/ EMS field re-
ally appealed to him - knowing 
that he could make a difference 
in peoples’ lives and in the com-
munity while making a career 
out of it sounded right up his 
alley. Peter recently became a 

paramedic and plans on continu-
ing his education to reach new 
goals. When he is not at the sta-
tion, Peter loves to spend time 
with his wife, who is expecting 
their first child in June. His oth-
er passion is surfing. He started 
at a very young age, moved to 
California to compete, and made 
a living surfing for several 
years. He still has as much fun 
in the water today as he did 
many years ago. Peter and his 
wife enjoy traveling to distant 
countries where she can relax on 
the beach while he surfs. Peter 
also enjoys playing golf and be-
ing outdoors.  Peter states that it 
is has been a privilege to have 
joined Ponce Inlet Fire Rescue 
and looks forward to a prosper-
ous and fulfilling career ahead.   

 

Hydrant Maintenance 
As you walk your dog, ride your 
bicycle, or take a nice drive 

along the 
streets of 
Ponce Inlet 
you might 
come across 
one of your 
local Ponce 
Inlet Fire-
fighters at a 
fire hy-
drant.  This 

month 
the Fire 
Depart-
ment is 
doing 
their 
annual 
mainte-
nance 
and 
flushing of the Towns fire hy-
drants.  This ensures they are in 
working order in case they are 
needed in a fire emergency. 
 

 

..with Aref 

Joulani, Di-

rector 

 
 

Timucuan Oaks Project up-
date 
 
The first phase of improvements 
to Timucuan Oaks Gardens has 
begun.  Core Construction Com-
pany of Jacksonville has begun 
the installation of the pilings for 
the boardwalk which will pro-
vide a leisurely stroll over the 
marsh to the waters of Daggett 
Creek.  The boardwalk will in-
clude a covered gazebo over the 
marsh for wildlife viewing and 
canoe launch at the creek.  Work 
is scheduled to be complete by 
June 2013. A more formal en-
trance to the park will be com-
pleted as the final phase later 
this year.     
 
Town’s 50th Anniversary 
 
2013 marks the Town of Ponce 
Inlet’s 50th anniversary. Staff is 
seeking volunteers to assist with 
planning a town celebration to 
include a picnic and other 
events.  If you are interested in 
serving on the anniversary party 
planning committee or wish to 
make a monetary donation, 
please contact any member of 
the Planning & Development 
office at 386-236-2181. 
 
Ponce Inlet Historical Museum  
 
The Ponce Inlet Historical Mu-
seum is requesting donated 
items to display as part of its 

Planning & 
Development 
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current theme: “1913 to 1963:  
The History and People Im-
portant to Ponce Park.” The 
theme is intended to reflect the 
50 years before Ponce Inlet was 
incorporated as a town.  
 Donated items should relate to 
people, families, places or 
events during this period. The 
Museum is specifically looking 
for: 

 Postal furnishings and equip-
ment 

 Nautical and fishing gear 
 Old postcards and photo-

graphs of the area 
 Small furniture and household 

items 
 Fragments from the old Inlet 

Terrace Hotel 
 
Please contact Jeff Tichenor at 
the Museum by phone at 386-
761-2408 or via email at jtichen-
or@ponce-inlet.org for further 
details. 
 If you have an interest in local 
history and a few hours to spare, 
please consider joining the vol-
unteers at the Ponce Inlet His-
torical Museum at 143 Beach 
Street.  Training will be provid-
ed. Applications are available at 
the Historical Museum (Mon-
Fri, 10am-2pm) or at Town 
Hall. 
 
Volunteers Needed to Serve on 
Town Boards 
 
The following list includes in-
formation on current vacancies 
and duties of various Town vol-
unteer boards.  If you are a reg-
istered voter living in the Town 
of Ponce Inlet, please consider 
serving on one of these boards.   
 
Planning Board: 2 alternate 
seats.  The Planning Board sits 
in both a quasi-judicial and leg-
islative capacity, depending on 
the application before them. The 

Board reviews applications for 
development plans, variances, 
special exceptions, rezoning, 
and amendments to the compre-
hensive plan. The Board also 
reviews ordinances and amend-
ments to the Land Use and De-
velopment Code (LUDC). Fur-
ther details on the Board’s du-
ties can be found in LUDC Sec-
tion 6.2.2. Meetings are held at 
5:30 p.m. on the fourth Tuesday. 
 
Historic and Archaeological 
Preservation Advisory Board: 2 
alternate seats. The Historic 
Board is responsible for review 
of applications and making rec-
ommendations to Town Council 
regarding historically significant 
properties. The Board is charged 
with nominating historic proper-
ties to the National Register of 
Historic Places. The Board also 
provides oversight to the Ponce 
Inlet Historical Museum. Fur-
ther information on the board’s 
duties can be found in Section 
6.2.3 of the LUDC. The Historic 
Board meets on the first Thurs-
day of the month at 10:00 a.m.  
 
Parks, Recreation & Tree Advi-
sory Board: 1 regular seat and 2 
alternate seats. The Parks, Rec-
reation and Tree Advisory 
Board is responsible for review-
ing the removal of specimen 
trees over 12” DBH and making 
recommendations to Town 
Council regarding parks. Further 
information on this Board’s du-
ties can be found in Section 
6.2.4 of the LUDC. Meetings 
are held on the first Monday of 
the month at 6:00 p.m.  
 
Upcoming Events – Save the 
Dates 
 
April 20th - 10 am to 2 pm – 
“Florida Lighthouse Day” at 
the Lighthouse 

 
April 27th - 10 am to 3 pm – 
“Turtle Day” at the Marine Sci-
ence Center 
 
April 27th - 10 am to 2 pm – 
“Preserve Art Walk” at the 
Ponce Preserve – Join us for a 
day of nature viewing art along 
the trails. 
 
April 28th - Garden Club’s Ice 
Cream Social at the Community 
Center   
 
Please check the Town’s web-
site for more information. 
 

… with Mr. Adrian Marks, 
Chief Building Official/ Flood-
plain Manager and Ms. Peg 
Hunt, Code Enforcement Of-
ficer, II 
 
How to contact us: 
Mr. Marks @ 386-236-2185 
E-mail:  amarks@ponce-
inlet.org 
Ms. Hunt @ 386-236-2187 
E-mail:phunt@ponce-inlet.org 
 
Code Enforcement Board va-
cancies:  The Ponce Inlet Code 
Enforcement Board currently 
has two alternate seats available.  
If you are interested in volun-
teering to serve on this board, 
please contact the Code En-
forcement Division at 236-2187 
for an application or for more 
information.  Alternate seat 
terms are valid for one year, and 
expire on December 31st. 
 
Property maintenance:  It is 
important that property owners 
periodically inspect, repair, and 
maintain all structures and vege-

Building and  
Code Enforcement 

mailto:jtichenor@ponce-inlet.org
mailto:jtichenor@ponce-inlet.org
mailto:amarks@ponce-inlet.org
mailto:amarks@ponce-inlet.org
mailto:phunt@ponce-inlet.org
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tation located on your property.  
An inspection ensures the safety 
of your family, friends, guests, 
and neighbors and allows the 
owner to accurately assess 
maintenance issues.  Please note 
that some maintenance and re-
pairs may require a building per-
mit. 
 
With hurricane season quickly 
approaching, it is imperative 
that repairs be made in a swift 
manner, permits (if applicable) 
are obtained, and vegetation is 
trimmed and removed. 
 
Certification accomplishment:  
We congratulate Ms. Peg Hunt 
on her achievement of success-
fully obtaining Level II status 
with the FL Association of Code 
Enforcement.  According to the 
UCF/Institute of Government, 
which teaches the FACE cours-
es, Level II is rarely obtained on 
a student’s first try.  Ms. Peg 
Hunt has been the Town’s Code 
Enforcement Officer since 2009. 
 
Information sheets: 
Town staff has developed Infor-
mation Sheets to address com-
mon questions and concerns.  
These sheets are available 
through the Planning & Devel-
opment Department or on the 
Town’s website at: www.ponce-
inlet.org and take the following 
steps: 
Click Town Departments 
Click Planning & Development 
Click Building Division 
Click Building, Permitting, 
Floodplain 
Click Downloadable Forms 
 
Archived permits available on 
line:  The Town’s street address 
files have been scanned and are 
now available on our website.  
Access to these files will allow 
the public to view permits is-
sued for a particular property.  

To view archived building per-
mits, visit www.ponce-inlet.org 
and take the following steps: 
Click Town Departments 
Click Planning & Development 
Click Building Division 
See Additional Links 
Click Archived Permits 
Click Letter for street name 
Click Street name 
Click Numeric address 
Click each file to open and view 
contents  
 
Questions/Concerns? 
If you have a question, wish to 
report a violation, or suspect a 
violation, please call 386-236-
2187 or visit our website to file 
an on-line complaint. 
 
Thank you for maintaining your 
property, which ensures the 
safety of your community while 
promoting the town’s unique 
character and charm.  Happy 
Spring! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
… with Public 
Works - Keith 
Gunter, General 
Manager 
 
 
 

How to Contact Us: 
Office:  4875 S. Peninsula Drive 
Phone:  322-6729 / Fax:  322-
6718 
Hours:  Mon – Fri, 8:00am – 
4:30pm 
E-mail:kgunter@ponce-inlet.org 
  arebello@ponce-inlet.org 
 
 
Leaving Town?:  If you are 
leaving town, we recommend 
that you turn off the water sup-
ply to your residence.  This pre-
vents any leaks from occurring 
within your property, and will 
avoid a high utility bill and cost-
ly repairs.  If you contact the 
Utility Billing Department with 
this request, staff can also lock 
your meter to prevent meter 
tampering and theft.  There may 
be a fee for this service.  Con-
tact 236-2151 for more infor-
mation. 
 
Staff News:  In February John 
Peirce completed storm water 
level B class.  Now almost all of 
the PW Department have storm 
water licensed. Congratulations 
to all. 
 
Public Works conducted an all 
day in-house training class for 
all PW Technicians on safety, 
chainsaws, and road vegetation 
control. This information will be 
very helpful in their everyday 
work. 
 
Public Works has started a pro-
ject to upgrade water meters. As 

Public Works  

http://www.ponce-inlet.org
http://www.ponce-inlet.org
http://www.ponce-inlet.org
mailto:kgunter@ponce-inlet.org
mailto:arebello@ponce-inlet.org
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time and the weather allows me-
ters will be changed weekly un-
til the project is completed, 
which we estimate will take 4 
years. 
 
The renovations at Davies Park 
restroom have been completed 
with new fixtures, hand dryers 
and a dog fountain. 

 
Thank you for everyone who 
stopped by the Public Works 
table at community day.  
  
For more information about 
Public Works click on the Pub-
lic Works link on the Town’s 
web site. 
  
Water Meter Access:  Please 
keep your water meters clear of 
vegetation, vehicles, and other 
obstacles as this hinders meter 
readings and repairs.  Ready ac-
cess to your meter is a must.  
Meters that need to be re-read 
due to blocked access are sub-
ject to additional fees.   
 
Solid Waste, Yard Waste & 
Recycling:  Household trash 
(solid waste), Yard Waste, and 
Recycling services are provided 

by Waste Management.  If you 
have questions, they can be 
reached at 673-0800, x-331 dur-
ing normal business hours.  
Please keep in mind that large 
piles or special pick-ups may be 
assessed additional fees.  The 
regular schedule for pickups in 
the Town is:  Monday and 
Thursday house hold trash, 
Tuesday recycling and yard 
trash, and Wednesday large 
piles of yard trash.  Please make 
sure all items are to the curb be-
fore 7 am on the day of pick up.  
 
Call Before You Dig:  It is re-
quired by State law that you 
contact Sunshine State Locates 
at 1-800-432-4770 before doing 
any digging (hand or machine). 
This will prevent damage to bur-
ied cables, water lines, sewer 
lines, etc. and an unnecessary 
expense to you should you dam-
age a utility.   
 
Stormwater Maintenance:   
 

Please keep trash and yard de-
bris from entering into storm 
drains.  If you see a plugged or 
blocked storm drain, please con-
tact Public Works and provide 
the location so that staff can ad-
dress the situation.  Please re-
member to bag or containerize 
all loose yard waste such as 
grass, leaves and trimmings for 
pick up.  This type of debris can 
plug the stormwater system re-
sulting in poor drainage and 

possible flooding. 
 
Never pour anything into a 
storm drain.  Our storm drains 
lead directly into the inter-
coastal waterway and cause pol-
lutants to enter the system 
(paint, gasoline, concrete, sol-
vents, etc…  If you witness 
someone putting chemicals or 
any other material into a storm 
drain, notify Public Works or 
the Police Department immedi-
ately.   
 
Fertilizers: If you must use fer-
tilizers, only use low-
phosphorus, slow release varie-
ties. 
   
There are educational materials 
regarding stormwater systems 
and water conservation available 
at the town hall and the Public 
Works facility.  To learn more 
about Stormwater systems, 
please visit the St. John’s River 
Water Management District 
(SJRWMD) at:  
www.sjrwmd.com. 
 
The county landfill will be 
closed on Sundays.  
 
Water Facts:  Aboveground 
storage tanks ensure that water 
pressure is fairly constant and 
water volumes are sufficient to 
fight fires, even if the electricity 
that runs the water pumps is off.  
 

 
 
 

 

http://www.sjrwmd.com
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by 
Susie Hagey 

 
 
 
 
 

HI, everybody!  Below, my 
thoughts on the Ponce Inlet 
Community Center, Inc.  
(PICCI): 
 
The board welcomed home 
our president, Jim Hinson, 
from his stay at the hospital.  
He has now recovered from 
his bout with pneumonia.    
 
February 2nd was Community 
Day at PICCI.  Bill Hibbert 
chaired this event.  Bill visit-
ed every business in this 
community asking them to 
join us on this day and only 
two didn’t show up.  What a 
big day!  The town depart-
ments were there with lots of 
information – even had the 
fire engine, police motorcy-
cles & cars to inspect.  The 
restaurants outdid themselves 
with samples of their food.  
Nick-knacks were given out 
by other businesses.  More of 
our town people came than 
ever before.  It was a huge 
success – thanks, Bill, for all 
the work you did putting this 
event together. 
 
Another flea market held 
March 1 has topped our last 
big one in October, 2012.  
Carolyn Sprague, who chairs 
two flea markets a year, re-

ported that we brought in 
$3500.  Of course we collect 
old items year round for the-
se events.  So naturally, we 
want to thank all who donat-
ed items, all who helped Car-
olyn sort and price the items, 
all who helped set up the 
items, all who worked selling 
the items,  all who helped 
pack up the leftovers, and all 
who came and purchased 
items.  It is so very important 
to have such good volunteers 
from our community.  Thank 
you very much. 
 
We also want to thank the 
Ponce Inlet Women’s Club 
for their generous donation 
designated for sprucing up 
both bathrooms.   Since our 
men will be doing the work, 
we have enough left over for 
new water glasses & contain-
ers to hold them and three 
skirts for the tables.  The 
PIWC has been putting their 
touch at the center for years 
now and we appreciate that 
so much. 
 
We have a few changes in 
our exercise programs so 
please take note.  The 
Strength & Toning class on 
Monday morning has been 
cancelled.  Yoga with Cindy 
Caron in the AM will only be  
on Tuesday & Thursday from 
7:30 – 8:30 .    
 
COMING UP AT THE CEN-
TER: 
April 1st will be the luncheon 
at Inlet Harbor Restaurant for 
our regular Auxiliary Ladies 
who work in the office. 
 
May 15th  will be our Red, 
White & Blue Dinner Dance.  
Check out the poster for de-
tails. 

We really need your support 
and we guarantee a super 
great time.  We sold out for 
the IRISH NIGHT on March 
16th, so be sure and get your 
tickets when they come out. 
 
May 27th  PICCI will lay a 
wreath at the Veteran’s Me-
morial in the Davies Park. 
 
Most all of the PICCI board 
members (17) feel that the 
center is not being used to its 
potential.  Do you know that 
the flea markets and our fund 
raising dinner/dances are our 
main sources of funds to 
keep the center looking as 
nice as it does.   We are all 
volunteers.  To keep our 
doors open and to maintain 
the building, we need YOU, 
the people in our community, 
to support us by coming to 
the events – and perhaps to 
ask your friends to come with 
you.  We also would like you 
to make suggestions of pro-
grams or give us ideas on 
what you would like at the 
center.   
 
Keep up with what is going 
on at PICCI by picking up a 
calendar of events each 
month, by checking the sign 
out front, and by reading our 
bulletin board located on the 
wall by the doors outside.  
Contact us using our email 
address:   
 

picciboard@aol.com   
 
Send us your ideas and sug-
gestions….and enjoy our 
beautiful town.  

  
 
 
 
 

Ponce Inlet  
Community Center, Inc 

mailto:picciboard@aol.com
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By Sandy Wester,  
Publicity Chair 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

PIWC Pink Lady Talk 
 
PIWC Raises $280 from Raffle at Jazz Festival 
The Ponce Inlet Women’s Club (PIWC) members, 
Marie Spitzfaden, Sandy Grierson, Ada Landers 
and Mary Hoss hosted a table at the Jazz on the 

River festival on March 2, 2013, selling raffle tick-
ets on three beautiful baskets designed by Marie 
Spitzfaden with help from Sandy Grierson. The 
raffle included a Wine Basket, a Chocolate Basket 
and a Beauty Basket. All the basket contents were 
donated by PIWC members as a fund raiser for 
educational scholarships and charities in the com-
munity. The Wine Basket winner was won by a 
couple traveling to the festival on a motorcycle. 
The basket was so large the two could not carry it 
on their bike, so they agreed to give it back to be 
raffled again at the PIWC Fashion Show on March 
13. 
 
 
PIWC Fashion Show Scholarship Benefit Rais-
es over $5,600 
 
Dr. Susie Hagey, President of the the Ponce Inlet 

Women's Club, on behalf of its members, would 
like to thank the many businesses and community 
citizens that gave generously to our Fashion Show 
Benefit and Fundraiser with donations valued at 
$3,600. Benefit Chair, Kay Brawley announced 
that $5,600 was raised in proceeds by the 209 at-
tendees at this year's show held Wednesday, 
March 13 at the Halifax River Yacht Club.  The 
proceeds will benefit the Scholarship Fund at Day-
tona State College, Helping Hands Program of the 
Women's Center at DSC and other local social ser-
vice and cultural organizations.  Our special 
thanks to Steinmart for their beautiful fashions; 
our Emcee, Leslye Gale, of Magic 107.7; and to 
the following businesses:  Aunt Catfish Restau-
rant, Alyses Tropical Salon, Beef O’Brady’s, 
Brown Quillian & Assoc/CRUISEONE, Cherises 
Salon, Crabby Joe’s Deck & Grill, Dawn Marie’s 
Nail Studio, Down The Hatch Restaurant, Friday’s 
Restaurant, Hair By Nancy, Hidden Treasure Rum 
Bar & Grill, Inlet Harbor Restaurant, International 
Academy, Jerry’s Pizzeria Tiki Bar & Grill, Let’s 
Face It Spa, Nails By Pat, New York Style Bagel 
Deli, Riverview Spa, Splash Car Wash, Stone-
wood Restaurant, Verde Salon, Wal-Mart, and 
YMCA of Port Orange and numerous friends and 
members of the Ponce Inlet Women's Club.  Next 
year's Spring Benefit will be on Wednesday, 
March 12, 2014. 
 
Photos:  
New Member Models, Fashion Benefit Team & 
Emcee:  

Fashion Coordinator Mary Lee Sturno, Marshall 
Clarissa Chester, New Member Models MaryAnn 
Opperud, Joyce Belcher, Jeanette Kellum, Gloria 
Keay, Clarice Fooks, Emcee Leslye Gale of Magic 
107.7, Marie Johnson of SteinMart, and Benefit 
Chair Kay Brawley 
 

Ponce Inlet  
Women’s Club 
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Fashion Coordinator Mary Lee Sturno, Benefit 
Chair Kay Brawley, Emcee Lesley Gale of Magic 
107.7, Best Hat Judge Faye Fraley, Benefit Co-

Chair Pam Quillian 

Patrons line up for the Royal Hat Parade 
Joan Law, MaryBeth Eldridge, Teresa Beasley, 
Jeanni Civettini, Joan Meaney, Gail Mutchnik 

Best Step It Up 
Shoe Winner Na-

omi Riddle 

Guest Judge Faye Fraley of Boca Raton with 
Best Hat Winner Anne Peacock Jacobs and 

Halifax River Yacht Club Judge Rusty Culler 

Larry Reigner and Gloria Keay 
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By Jo Ellen Basile 

 
Spring is here, and 
that’s when animal 
activity increases. 
This is my annual 
spring reminder of 
some creatures that 
share our home 
and ways we can 

live in harmony with them.  
 
While driving, watch out for 
wildlife. Marsh rabbits feed on 
roadside grasses, and turtles 
cross the road in search of food, 
mates, or nesting sites. If you 
see a turtle crossing the road, 
please take the time to carry the 
turtle to the roadside in the di-
rection it was heading.  
 
Sea Turtle Nesting Season 
Nesting season officially begins 
May 1, when our volunteers hit 
the beaches early each morning 
to patrol for nests. Nests are 
marked with protective bounda-
ries and monitored daily. If you 
encounter a sea turtle, keep your 
distance, do not shine flashlights 
or use flash cameras, and enjoy 
the exciting experience. If you 
believe a sea turtle is in trouble, 
please call Beach Patrol at 
386.239.6414 or after hours, the 
Sheriff at 386.248.1777 (press 
1).  

Green sea turtle rescue. This 
turtle was hit by a boat.  

 
Last year was a record-breaking 
year with 919 sea turtle nests 
laid on Volusia County beaches. 
This excludes Canaveral Nation-
al Seashore and North Peninsula 
Recreational area, which are 
managed by park staff. The pre-
vious highest year was in 2008 
with 649 nests.  
 
Remember that beachfront light-
ing rules apply during the nest-
ing months of May through Oc-
tober. Beachfront lighting can 
deter females from nesting and 
causes the death and disorienta-
tion of hundreds of hatchlings 
each year.  
 
Lights that are visible from or 
illuminate the beach should be 
shielded, replaced, or turned off. 
Motion detectors can be in-
stalled on security lights. Low 
profile, low wattage fixtures are 
ideal for pathways and decks. 
Move interior lights away from 
windows or use light-blocking 
window coverings or tint. Man-
aged lighting saves electricity 
and, without the glare of excess 
lighting, allows great views of 
the ocean at night.  
 
A new ordinance this year en-
courages beach users to remove 
all recreational equipment and 
furniture from the beach each 
night. These items are eyesores 
and hazards to people and wild-
life. The law allows Volusia 
County to remove items that are 
left on the beach between 9 p.m. 
and 6 a.m.  
 
The Marine Science Center is on 
Lighthouse Drive in Ponce inlet. 
For only $5.00, you can see ma-
rine exhibits and observe sea 
turtles and birds under rehabili-
tation. Hours are Tuesday 
through Saturday 10:00 to 4:00.  

 
On April 6, Volusia/Flagler Tur-
tle Patrol will hold its 6th Annual 
Turtle Fest in Flagler Beach at 
Veteran’s Park (corner A1A and 
SR 100). Hours are 10:00 to 
4:00 and the event is FREE. 
Please attend and contribute to 
our main fundraising event. You 
don’t want to miss the giant tor-
toise race!  
 
Ponce Inlet Animal Welfare 
PAW is a nonprofit citizen’s 
group that has been working 
since 2009 to humanely reduce 
the number of stray cats in 
Ponce Inlet through a trap-
neuter-return program and cat 
colony.  
 

 
Is this it? Cat colony member 
Kanga loves his food.  
 
If you are feeding stray animals, 
your kindness is incomplete 
without ensuring that they are 
spayed or neutered to prevent 
unwanted animals and suffering. 
In fact, it is unlawful for any 
person to feed a feral or stray 
animal within the city except by 
owners or by officially designat-
ed cat colony caregivers.  
 
Owners are required to spay/
neuter their animals unless they 
qualify for an unaltered animal 
permit (for breeding or show 
animals). Citizens who feed 
stray cats are taking ownership 

Creature Feature 
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responsibility.  
 
Citizens who feed homeless cats 
in Ponce Inlet and are able to 
trap them can take the cats to the 
Redinger Clinic at 600 North 
Mason Avenue, and PAW will 
cover the spay/neuter expense. 
The clinic is the least expensive 
in the area and has the newest 
and safest equipment. Since 
PAW was able to get a TNR 
policy approved in Ponce Inlet, 
the cat can be returned to their 
original habitat and they will no 
longer be able to reproduce.  
 
PAW needs people to help with 
trapping and transport of ani-
mals, caregivers, fostering of 
kittens, or donations of food. 
Please contact PAW at 
386.756.1467 or mail your do-
nation to 139 Anchor Drive, 
Ponce Inlet, FL 32127. Thank 
you!  

 
By Jo Ellen Basile 
 
Davis House Historic Preserva-
tion, Inc. (DHHP) hosted a very 
exciting guest recently when the 
great, great nephew of William 
Aiken Walker, came to tour our 
historic treasures.  
 
William Aiken Walker (1828-
1921) was a self-taught, itiner-
ant painter from Charleston, 
South Carolina, primarily 
known for his paintings of black 
sharecroppers and cotton planta-
tions. Beginning in 1886 for 
about 20 years, he stayed at, and 
at times worked for, the Pacetti 
Boarding House in Ponce Park 
(Ponce Inlet). During this time, 
he painted beautiful seascapes, 
some featuring views of our be-

loved lighthouse.  
 
Ponce Park was a popular fish-
ing resort, and Walker would 
sell his paintings to the tourists 
or barter paintings for his rent. 
The tourists’ catch would not be 
cooked until Walker had a 
chance to paint it.  
 
Walker’s great, great nephew 
Danny O’Driscoll also is an art-
ist from Charleston and paints 
award-winning, lifelike pictures 
primarily of birds. During his 
visit, we toured the Ponce Inlet 
Lighthouse as well as the re-
stored Meyer-Davis House, 

which now houses the Ponce 
Inlet Museum, and the Hasty 
Cottage/Post Office.  
 
We were joined by lighthouse 
staff, as well as Gladys and Earl 
Davis. Gladys was born at the 
lighthouse, and she and Earl 
have served on the lighthouse 
board since its inception.  
 
Gladys lived for a time at the 
Morris Island Lighthouse in Fol-
ly Beach, South Carolina. 
O’Driscoll presented her with a 
print of his painting of the Mor-
ris Island Lighthouse and has 
plans to paint our dear Ponce 

Historic Preservation 
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Gladys Davis and  Danny O’Driscoll 
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With Mary Wentzel 
Programs Manager 
Ponce De Leon Inlet Lighthouse 
 
 
We have had a great beginning to 
2013. Many visitors, from all over the 
world, have enjoyed walking about 
our grounds, touring our museums and 
climbing the Lighthouse tower to look 
upon the beautiful town of Ponce Inlet.  
 
On January 25th we celebrated our an-
nual Museum at Night event. The 
event is part of the nationwide Muse-
um at Night program that offers visi-
tors the opportunity to enjoy activities 
at museums and historic sites during 
the evening hours. We invited our 
guests to tour the grounds, climb the 
tower with hand held flashlights and 
participate in family oriented science 
activities. On January 25th the Ponce 
Inlet Lighthouse partnered with GE 
Volunteers, a group of mostly retired 
with some active employees of Gen-
eral Electric. GE Volunteers assisted 
children in making cool cardboard 
telescopes and simple circuit boards. 
The sound of buzzers, humming of 
mini motors and the blinking of tiny 
lights energized the room as children 
learned about electricity. We would 
like to thank Jim Kotas and all the 
wonderful GE Volunteers who helped 
to make our Museum at Night event a 
success. 
 
Ponce Inlet citizens might have no-
ticed that on March 7th the Model T 
Ford Winter Tour slowly made their 
way to the light. One hundred Model 
T cars from all around the country, 
rode to the Lighthouse for a day of 
touring the tower, crystal radio 
demonstrations, and mingling with our 
costumed keepers. For guests, it was a 
moment to step back in time, seeing 
all the vintage automobiles buffed and 
glistening in the bright Florida sun-
shine. We look forward the Model T 
migration next year at the Ponce Inlet 
Lighthouse. 

 
If you like history and postage stamps 
be sure to mark your calendar for Sat-
urday, April 20th and join us at the 
Lighthouse for Florida Lighthouse 
Day. You might ask how does a per-
son, place or thing end up featured on 
a U.S. stamp? Our guests will learn 
about the process of the creations of a 
stamp and meet some of the men and 
women who work for the US Postal 
Service in our community. Take part 
in the first ever Commemorative Pic-
torial Postcard Event at the Ponce Inlet 
Lighthouse.  Be a part of our Viva 500 
Citizen Stamp Advisory Committee 
and create your very own commemo-
rative stamp design to mark the 500th 
year of Ponce de Leon’s  
discovery of the land that we call 
home. Also, place your face into our 
very own 1982 Commemorative U. S. 
Stamp designed to celebrate, Juan 
Ponce de Leon, the explorer and con-
quistador from Spain. Have your fami-
ly and friends take your photograph 
standing in for Ponce de Leon on his 
historic stamp. 
Local stamp collecting clubs will be 
on hand to share their thoughts on 
stamp collecting and answer any ques-
tions about one of our countries most 
popular hobbies. 
For the regular museum admission 
price, guests on April 20th from 10:00 
until 2:00 will be able to partake in all 
the day’s special event. We really look 
forward to seeing you all. Please con-
tact Mary Wentzel, Programs Manager 
via email at mwentzel@ponceinlet.org 
or by phone at (386)761-1821 ext. 18 
for details. 
 
Our ever popular Climb to the Moon 
event continues to be one of the Light-
house’s most well received RSVP 
events.  Held on the eve of each full 
moon, participants are given the 
unique chance to view twilight from 
the lens room atop the Lighthouse 
tower. Usually inaccessible to the pub-
lic, our lens room, the heart of the 
Lighthouse tower, is opened up to 
small groups of guests. Climb to the 
Moon guests ascend the additional 10 
steps where our dedicated costumed 
Lighthouse keepers share their 
knowledge of the Fresnel Len and the 

mechanics of the lens room.  
We thank our friends at Inlet Harbor 
Restaurant who have sponsored the 
food for the Climb to the Moon event 
since its inception. Due to popular de-
mand, individuals interested in partici-
pating in one of our Climb to the 
Moon events are encouraged to pur-
chase their tickets well in advance. 
Please contact Mary Wentzel, Pro-
grams Manager via email at 
mwentzel@ponceinlet.org or by phone 
at (386)761-1821 ext. 18 for details. 
 
The spirit of volunteerism is at the 
very heart of the Ponce De Leon Inlet 
Lighthouse Preservation Association. 
Founded by volunteers, the ongoing 
success of the Lighthouse’s many edu-
cational offering would not be possible 
if not for the dedicated corps of volun-
teers who enjoy spending time at the 
lighthouse and working with our 
guests and school children.  
The spirit of volunteering and commu-
nity was shinning in the beginning of 
March when we had all hands on deck 
for the Reading Across America cele-
bration.  To celebrate this event, our 
lighthouse volunteers read our special 
book, Nelly, The Ponce Inlet Light-
house Cat by Stephanie Szerdy to over 
1450 school students at seven different 
schools.  Author, Stephanie Szerdy 
visit Champion elementary on March 
1st and shared all about being an au-
thor with the students. Our volunteers 
helped with this event in all capacities. 
I would like to personally thank the 
volunteers who helped to make Read-
ing Across America a big success.   
 
Individuals interested in learning more 
about volunteer opportunities at the 
Lighthouse are encouraged to contact 
Programs Manager at 
mwentzel@ponceinlet.org or by phone 
at (386) 761-1821, ext 18. 

 
 
 

Ponce Inlet 
Lighthouse 

mailto:mwentzel@ponceinlet.org
mailto:mwentzel@ponceinlet.org
mailto:mwentzel@ponceinlet.org


 

April  2013                              Citizens For Ponce Inlet Newsletter                                                   Pg. 19 

 



 

April  2013                              Citizens For Ponce Inlet Newsletter                                                   Pg. 20 

 



 

April  2013                              Citizens For Ponce Inlet Newsletter                                                   Pg. 21 

 



 

April  2013                              Citizens For Ponce Inlet Newsletter                                                   Pg. 22 

 



 

April  2013                              Citizens For Ponce Inlet Newsletter                                                   Pg. 23 

Poet’s Corner  
 
 

Ponce Inlet Mornings 
 by Rosemary Volz  
 
There are no mountain dreams here, 

no ghosts of Emily Dickenson 

peering out of attic windows, 

no weary short-order cooks flipping 

hotcakes next to a railroad station. 

This is a place of sun, and sand, and sea 

and doves silhouetted against a restless sky 

as gulls practice their screeching song 

and ghost-crabs live or die at the 

sovereign good pleasure of the tides. 

 

Here old men bait hooks, 

young men wax boards, 

a lighthouse blushes in the morning mist, 

and a lonely woman looking for weeds 

finds some grace and mercy instead. 

This is a place of beginnings and endings 

with no great expectations in the middle. 

Here we dream of photographs on the wall 

and write our histories on the wind. 

Here we throw salt on time and loneliness 

and force old bones to greet the sun. 

 

All wake with the same hunger. 

All want a little coffee and joy before darkness. 

And when white sheets turn and bay trees rustle, 

we want to be in a place near familiar 

where the heart is still but the spirit dances, 

where we are gently rooted to a water place 

as wild as a tempest, as peaceful as home. 
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2013—2014 Membership Registration Form 

 

I wish to become a new member______ ; renew my membership______ 
Enclosed is $10___ $15____ Other______( We can hope)     contribution for my annual membership. 
 

Did you enjoy this newsletter? 
If so, please consider supporting this organization by becoming a mem-
ber of the Citizens For Ponce Inlet. Your financial contribution will be 
used to help defray the costs of this newsletter as well as the annual 
Candidate’s Forum and the Citizens of the Year Award event.  

Name __________________________________________Phone_______________________    
 
Address ___________________________ City__________________ State ____Zip______ 

Please make all checks payable to Citizens For Ponce Inlet. Detach and mail to:  
 

Judy Huggins 
 44 Coastal Oaks Circle  

Ponce Inlet, FL  32127-6901 
(or leave in the Citizens For Ponce Inlet box at the Community Center)                          


