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  Wini Irvin (pictured 

left) received the 

2014 Citizen of the 

Year Award at the 

annual dinner event 

hosted by the Citi-

zens for Ponce Inlet.  

Wini is an active vol-

unteer, a team player 

and an exemplary 

role model.   

  Wini has been mar-

ried to the ―love of 

her life‖, Jim, for 35 

years.  After finding 

their Ponce Inlet 

dream home in 1993, they said good bye to California 

and permanently settled in Ponce in 1994.   

Wini‘s service as a volunteer in Ponce Inlet has been 

consistent over the last nineteen years.  She served as a 

street guard and passed out bananas and bottles of water 

to the participants in some of our earlier 5K Walk/Runs.  

In the late 90‘s she was on the Children‘s Activity Com-

mittee.  She was instrumental in raising funds for new 

children‘s games.  She even managed to ―coerce‖ Jim 

into making a new ―Ball into the Basket‖ game.  Wini 

and Jim were always hard at work during the various 

Children‘s Activity committee sponsored events.    

In 1999 Wini and Jim won the monthly Garden Club 

Beautification Award.  She attended the May Garden 

Club luncheon and has been an active hard working 

member since.  She has been on various committees, 

has served as recording secretary, was and continues to 

be an invaluable part of the Arts and Crafts Show com-

mittee and is currently the Garden Club President. 

She has been a strong, active member of the Wom-

en‘s Club since 2004.  She has served on and chaired 

various committees including the Telephone/

Communication committee, Sunshine committee, the 

Boutique committee, Fashion Show committee and the 

Parade committee. 

Wini became a member of the volunteer Board of 

Trustees for the Community Center in 2012.  She did 

not just ―sign up‖ for a regular board position.  She 

jumped right in and became treasurer which makes her a 

member of the Executive Board.  She is always there to 

help set up before the fundraisers and works during the 

events as well.  

She has volunteered at booths promoting breast can-

cer awareness and education.  She also is a sponsor and 

supporter of Longstreet Elementary.  Although not a 

member of the Lions Club, she has volunteered at sever-

al of their past events. 

Wini does not have to be on your team or in your 

Club.  She is still willing to jump in and offer assistance 

when she is asked and sometimes when she is not.  If 

she sees someone in need of assistance she will offer to 

help if she is able.  Congratulations to Wini Irvin the 

2014 Citizen of the Year.  

2014 Citizen of the Year  
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The Citizens For Ponce Inlet Newsletter 
is published four times yearly to inform 
the citizens and businesses of Ponce Inlet 
about matters which may be of interest or 
have an impact on them. The newsletter 
is not a public forum and no editorial 
articles or letters will be accepted for 
publication.  
 
The Town of Ponce Inlet‘s arrangement 
with the Citizens For Ponce Inlet organi-
zation is that the Town of Ponce Inlet 
covers the cost of the printing of the 
newsletter in exchange for running infor-
mation from all of the Town‘s depart-
ments.  The Citizens For Ponce Inlet or-
ganization puts the newsletter together to 
include articles from all of the various 
organizations within the Town.  The Citi-
zens For Ponce Inlet organization also 
pays for the mailing and handles other 
local distribution.  Though the printing 
varies from one issue to the next based 
upon its size, the Town of Ponce Inlet 
spent $5,522 in total for the four issues 
published last fiscal year. 
 
The newsletter does not accept paid ad-
vertisements so please consider becoming 
a member of the Citizens For Ponce Inlet 
by completing the form on the last page 
of this publication.  Your membership 
helps defray the costs of the many activi-
ties of this organization including postage 
for the newsletter, the annual Candidate‘s 
Forum, and the Citizens of the Year 
awards event. 
All comments, questions, and articles for 
submission should be directed to:  
  

Citizens For Ponce Inlet 
4670 South Peninsula Drive 

Ponce Inlet, FL 32127 
Or: 

ponce.newsletter@gmail.com 
 

 
2014 Citizens For Ponce Inlet 

Board Members 
 

Kristi Drumheller 
Mary Lou Fillingame  

Don Hampton 
Jim Hinson 

Mary Lou Hinson 
Judy Huggins 

Ellen Pagliarulo 
Mary Ann Redinger 

Margi Richard 
 

This very special 

award has only been 

given three other 

times in the history 

of our Town. It is 

reserved for citizens 

with exceptional 

character dedicating 

a lifetime of service 

to the Town of Ponce 

Inlet.  

 

   While it‘s impolite 

to discuss a woman‘s 

age, Gladys Meyer 

Davis has lived in 

Ponce Inlet for 86 

years. Born at the Ponce De Leon Inlet Light Station, her father was 

First Assistant Keeper Edward Meyer, who would later serve as the 

Lighthouse‘s last civilian Principal Keeper, the Coast Guard‘s first 

Chief of Station, and owner of Ponce Inlet‘s historic Meyer's Fish 

Camp.  

Her volunteer service began while she lived on the grounds of the 

Lighthouse, helping her mother and father with the many duties of 

daily life on the Lighthouse grounds. As a founding member of the 

Ponce De Leon Inlet Lighthouse Preservation Association and the 

longest serving member of its Board of Trustees, Gladys has a far 

more intimate connection to the Ponce Inlet community than any oth-

er Town resident.  

Born and raised near Savannah, Georgia, Earl Davis moved to the 

Daytona Beach area shortly after graduating from Stetson University 

in 1950. He met Gladys shortly thereafter while dining at Chief Mey-

er‘s Fishing Camp and Grill where she worked as a waitress. The two 

hit it off almost immediately and were married in 1955. 

Although his work with Florida Power and Light forced the couple 

to live elsewhere for a time, they maintained a house on Beach Street 

that had served as the Meyer family‘s residence years earlier. Located 

a stone‘s throw from Light Station where Gladys had been born, the 

Citizens for Ponce Inlet Lifetime Achievement Award 
Presented to Gladys and Earl Davis 
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Davis family raised their two daughters in the 

home that had originally been built by James Hasty 

as a rental cottage. The Davis family continued to 

live in the historic dwelling until 2003, when they 

sold it to the Town of Ponce Inlet and relocated to 

new home. They still live within walking distance 

of the historic light station. 

 

In the early 1960‘s, when the Town was newly 

incorporated, there were less than 250 residents. It 

was said then that, ―If you want something done, 

give it to the women.‖ There was a group of wom-

en known as the ―go to girls,‖ and Gladys was one.  

She was part of the group who formed the Ponce 

Inlet Women‘s Club in 1966 and served as Treas-

urer and a Past President. This year is her 48th year 

as a Member.  

 

In the early 1970‘s when the Lighthouse was 

slated for demolition a wonderful group of Ponce 

Inlet residents stepped up to form what eventually 

became the Ponce Deleon Inlet Lighthouse Preser-

vation Association. Gladys was one of the found-

ing members who sat at a card table at the entrance 

of the Lighthouse collecting  twenty five cents for 

visitors to walk the grounds. This year she will cel-

ebrate 42 years of 

volunteer service to 

this Board. She and 

her husband have 

been awarded the 

Outstanding Volun-

teer/Trustee from the 

Florida Trust for 

Historic Preserva-

tion.  

 

Gladys has re-

mained active in her 

church and has vol-

unteered within the 

Ponce Inlet commu-

nity in a number of other ways over the years.                                                      

Guests visiting the Lighthouse on weekends or on 

nice sunny days may also be greeted by Gladys 

and Earl as the sit on porch of the keeper‘s dwell-

ing where she was born more than 85 years ago. 

Not to be outdone, Earl has also played in im-

portant role within the local community and 

Preservation Association since retiring from Flori-

da Power and Light in the early 80s. His contribu-

tions to the Association‘s early efforts to preserve 

and restore the Light Station were invaluable. Alt-

hough 89 years old and no longer as spry as he 

once was, Earl remains one of Ponce Inlet‘s most 

active volunteers. In addition to contributing hun-

dreds of hours to the Lighthouse every year, Earl 

also serves as one of the Town‘s most knowledgea-

ble historians. When they aren‘t volunteering at the 

Lighthouse, Earl and Gladys can often be found 

helping people in need.  

 

Both Gladys and Earl are recipients of this very 

special award.  They are inseparable and the 

achievements of one would not have been possible 

without the support from the other.   

 

. 

Gladys and 
Earl Davis 
being pre-
sented the 
Lifetime 
Achieve-
ment 
Award by 
Tami  
Lewis (left) 
and  
Edwina 
Knox. 
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From Town Manager       

Jeaneen Witt 

Town Regular Election – 2014.  

The Town will not be having an 

election this year.  Congratula-

tions go to Councilmember Bill 

Milano and Councilmember Joe 

Perrone for their unopposed re-

election to Seats 2 and 4, respec-

tively. 

 Ponce Inlet’s Proposed Millage 

Rate and Budget.  The proposed 

millage rate and budget infor-

mation is currently available on 

the Town‘s website.  The public 

hearings for adoption of the 

Town‘s millage rate and budget 

are scheduled for Thursday, Sep-

tember 11th and Monday, Septem-

ber 22nd at 6:00 p.m. in the Town 

Council Chambers. 

 

Volusia League of Cities Award 

for Elected Official of the Year.  

The Town Council proudly at-

tended the Volusia League of Cit-

ies award dinner to recognize one 

of their own members as elected 

official of the year.  Councilmem-

ber Tami Lewis, who is currently 

serving her 9th year on the Town 

Council and served at the Presi-

dent of the Volusia League of Cit-

ies in 2013 was selected by the 

League to receive this honor.  

Councilmember Lewis has always 

been more in the position of giv-

ing awards than in receiving them, 

so this was quite a surprise for her 

initially.  

 This photo shows her with this 

award, standing with her father 

and step-mother.  Congratulations 

Councilmember Lewis!      

                                   

Spotlight on Bradley Craig, 

Police Officer … 

The Ponce Inlet Police Depart-

ment takes great pleasure in in-

troducing to you our newest full 

time Police Officer Bradley 

Craig.  Officer Craig is a 14 

year veteran police officer who 

brings a wealth of knowledge 

and training to our town.  Of-

ficer Craig is originally from 

Indiana, where he began his ca-

reer in 2000 with the Washing-

ton Township School Police in 

Indianapolis.  He moved on to 

the Indianapolis Metro Police 

Department where he was as-

signed as an officer dealing with 

environmental crimes (including 

pollution, illegal dumping, pro-

tection of endangered species, 

etc.).  He distinguished himself 

well in his position and eventu-

ally moved on to the Indiana 

State Police, where he was as-

signed to the Governor‘s Protec-

tion Detail.  Officer Craig 

moved to Florida in 2011 where 

he worked for the Pensacola Po-

lice Department.  In addition, 

Officer Craig worked for the 

Indiana School for the Deaf and 

the Florida School for the Deaf 

and Blind as a Police Officer.  

Officer Craig comes to Ponce 

Inlet with numerous certifica-

tions including Police Forensics, 

DNA, and Interviewing Tech-

niques to mention a few.  One of 

his most impressive certifica-

tions is as a Drug Recognition 

Expert.  A Drug Recognition 

Expert (known as a DRE) is a 

police officer who is explicitly 

trained in identification of peo-

ple driving while impaired by 

drugs.  DRE‘s often testify in 

court where the term ―expert‖ 

has important legal implica-

Town Manager 
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tions.  Currently there are about 

300 certified DRE‘s in the State 

of Florida.  Officer Craig sought 

to work here in Ponce Inlet be-

cause he remembered it as a 

town he visited often when 

growing up and grew to love.  

He currently lives in Bunnell 

with his wife Gina and his two 

sons Cole 11 and Caden 8. Their 

whole family is avid salt water 

fishermen and enjoy coming to 

Ponce Inlet to enjoy a day of 

fishing.  If you see Brad around 

town, please extend a Ponce In-

let welcome to him. 

 

Hurricane Season Is Here! 

Make sure your information is 

up-to-date in our CodeRED® 

Emergency Notification Sys-

tem.  The system will distribute 

emergency messages via tele-

phone to targeted areas or the 

entire Town at a rate of 1,000 

calls per minute. CodeRED® 

employs a one-of-a-kind Inter-

net mapping capability for geo-

graphic targeting of calls, cou-

pled with a high speed tele-

phone calling system capable of 

delivering customized pre-

recorded emergency messages 

directly to homes and business-

es, live individuals and answer-

ing machines. 

 

Ponce Inlet residents and busi-

nesses are welcome and encour-

aged to enter their contact infor-

mation for home, business, and 

mobile phones so they may be 

contacted by the system in the 

event of an emergency. It is im-

portant for town residents and 

businesses customers to register, 

especially if they use unlisted 

numbers, cell phones, or VOIP. 

Those who do not register their 

address and phone number may 

not be notified with CodeRED® 

in the case of an emergency. 

Registration is confidential, 

free, and easy.  

 

Please go to the Town‘s web 

page at www.ponce-inlet.org 

and click the CodeRed® link for 

more information and to regis-

ter. 

 

Town Holiday Closings.  Town 

offices will be closed on Mon-

day, September 1st, 2014 in ob-

servance of Labor Day. 

 

Town Businesses on Website.  

Please check out our webpage 

for a directory of Ponce Inlet 

businesses.  You‘ll be surprised 

by the variety of services so 

close at hand.  This is a compi-

lation of those within the Town 

limits who have obtained the 

required business tax receipt 

(formerly known as occupation-

al license).  This business direc-

tory can be found as a link to the 

Town‘s home page – 

www.ponce-inlet.org.   

 

Wanted: Interested Citizens to 

serve on Town Boards.  The 

Town Council seeks interested 

citizens to serve on our advisory 

committees.  To view the current 

vacancies, you can visit our web-

site: www.ponce-inlet.org or call 

Town Hall.  Please note that you 

must be a resident & a registered 

voter of the Town of Ponce Inlet 

in order to be appointed to the 

various boards.  We appreciate 

your interest in serving as a vol-

unteer in your community.  

 

Town Council & Board Meet-

ings.  The Town Council meets 

the third Thursday of every 

month, 6:00 p.m. at the Council 

Chambers, 4300 S. Atlantic Ave-

nue.  Special meetings are sched-

uled and noticed as needed.  The 

agendas are for all Town Council 

and Town Boards are posted at 

Town Hall, and on the website.  

For your convenience, all Town 

Council and Town Board meet-

ings are now live-streamed so that 

you may listen from the comfort 

of your home through the Town‘s 

website.  The audio of all meet-

ings is also archived on the web-

site.  Both the live and archived 

meetings can be found by clicking 

on the audio streaming icon on the 

front page.  Live streaming plays 

through Windows Media Player.  

If you come to meetings at the 

Council Chambers, enjoy free Wi

-Fi while you‘re there.   

 

Please visit our website 

www.ponce-inlet.org for all pub-

lic meeting notices and minutes, 

general information, and status of 

current or upcoming projects.  

Further, be sure to read the back 

of your utility bills for special an-

http://www.ponce-inlet.org
http://www.ponce-inlet.org
http://www.ponce-inlet.org
http://www.ponce-inlet.org
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nouncements and important infor-

mation.  If you haven‘t already 

done so, please sign up for our 

email list through the website.  

Just please be informed that in 

doing so your e-mail address be-

comes a public record and we 

must provide it to anyone upon 

request. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Frank G. Fabrizio 

  Chief of Police  

     Ponce Inlet  

Police Department 

 

It’s Summertime 

 

With Memorial Day over and 

school out for summer, safety is 

something both children and 

adults should pay close attention 

to, especially with increased 

traffic throughout town. 

 

Home and property safety is an-

other thing residents should pay 

close attention to during the 

summer months. In addition to 

thefts from unlocked vehicles, 

those getting around town on 

bicycles need to invest in some 

security. It‘s recommended that 

bicyclists have bike locks and 

use them whenever leaving their 

bicycles unattended, even for a 

short time. 

        

The Ponce Inlet Police Depart-

ment has a bicycle registration 

program. The program is free of 

charge and will assist the Police 

Department in the event your 

bicycle is lost or stolen. Anyone 

wishing to have their bicycle 

registered may bring it to the 

Ponce inlet Police Department 

between the hours of 9am and 

4pm any day of the week. 

 

Summertime Safety Tips 

One of the best ways to stay 

safe this summer is to wear a 

helmet and other safety gear 

when biking, skateboarding, and 

inline skating. Studies on bicy-

cle helmets have shown they 

can reduce the risk of head inju-

ry by as much as 85 percent. 

Use layers of protection to pre-

vent a swimming pool tragedy. 

This includes placing barriers 

completely around your pool to 

prevent access, using door and 

pool alarms, closely supervising 

children, and being prepared in 

case of an emergency. 

 

Rules of the Road: When jog-

ging with others on the road-

way, run in single file. Utilize 

sidewalks where available and 

practical. Always jog facing 

traffic. Use extreme caution 

when crossing streets and inter-

sections. 

 

If children are home alone and 

are allowed to answer the 

phone, they should never tell the 

caller that they are home alone. 

Make sure your child has a list 

of phone numbers (neighbors, 

friends, family) that they can 

call if they should become 

frightened or in the event of an 

emergency. Ensure that they 

know how and why to call 911 

and when it is appropriate to do 

so.   

 

Also establish a 

schedule for your 

child to check in 

with mom, dad or 

their guardian. 

Teach your children that it is 

best to be in a group of friends 

when going places. When using 

public restrooms, go as a group. 

There is safety in numbers. 

       

When you are at parks, beaches, 

shopping malls, and public 

Police 
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events, be aware of your sur-

roundings and keep your chil-

dren within eyesight. Be alert to 

strangers watching children and 

report any suspicious persons or 

activity to the police immediate-

ly. 

 

Summer Weather:                 

Pets in Vehicles 

The Ponce Inlet Police Depart-

ment urges people to simply 

leave your pets at home when 

you are going on trips that 

would require your pets to be 

left in vehicles unattended. Pets 

are especially susceptible to 

heat, as they are much less effi-

cient at cooling themselves then 

people are.  

    

Most people do not realize how 

quickly the temperature within a 

vehicle can rise. Researchers 

found that with outside tempera-

tures as low as 72 degrees, a 

car‘s interior can heat up by an 

average of 40 degrees within an 

hour, with 80 percent of that 

increase within the first 30 

minutes. A cracked window 

provides little relief from the 

oven effect. 

In the case of a heat-related pet 

emergency, you should be 

aware of the following symp-

toms that could be due to heat 

stress: heavy panting, glazed 

eyes, a rapid heartbeat, lethargy, 

dizziness, lack of coordination, 

profuse salvation, vomiting, a 

deep red or purple tongue, and 

unconsciousness. 

 

If the animal shows symptoms 

of heatstroke, gradually take 

steps to lower their body tem-

perature by moving the animal 

into the shade or an air-

conditioned area, applying ice 

packs to their head, neck, or 

chest, or immerse them in cool 

(not cold) water. Let the pet 

drink small amounts of water or 

lick ice cubes, and get it to a vet 

immediately. 

 

Crosswalk Safety 

Florida law requires drivers to 

STOP when a person is attempt-

ing to cross the street at a 

marked pedestrian crosswalk. 

Unfortunately, many Florida 

drivers and almost all tourists 

are unaware of this law. 

 

This law is intended to have 

drivers stop when a person is 

entering the pedestrian cross-

walk. If the crosswalk is clear of 

pedestrians, then you are not 

required to stop. 

            

At Crosswalks:   

Drivers must yield right-of-way 

to pedestrians where a sign indi-

cates. 

 

If a pedestrian is on half of the 

roadway and no traffic lights are 

present, the driver must yield, 

slow down or stop to give right-

of-way to the pedestrian. 

 

Pedestrians may not suddenly 

leave a curb or other place of 

safety to walk or run into the 

path of a vehicle. 

 

If a vehicle has stopped at a 

crosswalk to allow a pedestrian 

to cross the roadway, a vehicle 

behind the stopped vehicle can-

not pass the stopped vehicle. 
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Pedestrians cannot cross an in-

tersection diagonally except if 

there is a crossing authorized by 

traffic control devices. 

 

 

Vacation House Watch: 

 

Please remember that if you are 

going out of town for the sum-

mer, we recommend that you fill 

out a ―Vacation House Watch 

Form.‖ These forms are availa-

ble online or in the lobby of the 

Ponce Inlet Police Department. 

During the time you are away, 

we will make checks on your 

residence. Remember an ounce 

of prevention is worth a pound 

of cure. 

 

Tips before you go:  

Stop mail and newspaper deliv-

ery or have someone collect 

them from your mailbox and 

yard. 

 

Use light timers so it appears 

that someone is home at night. 

 

Unplug your automatic garage 

door. 

 

Lock all doors and windows. If 

vehicles are left behind, do not 

leave valuables in plain sight. 

 

Have your lawn and yard main-

tained so it does not look as 

though you are away. 

 

Pick It or Ticket 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

―A Law You Can Live With” 

The most responsible thing pet 

owners can do for their families, 

community, and environment is 

to make sure their pets are 

picked up after. Per Section 10-

36 of the town’s ordinance, you 

are required to clean up after 

your animal or you could be 

ticketed for $103.00. We have 

received complaints at the Po-

lice Department that some indi-

viduals are not abiding by this 

code. Be a good neighbor and 

pick up after your animal.  

 

Wishing you and your family a 

happy and safe summer! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We Can Keep Our Children 

Safe by Preventing Drowning 

Ponce Inlet is determined to re-

duce the number of child deaths 

in our area and prevent situations 

from happening to others. Sadly, 

Florida loses more children under 

the age of five to drowning than 

any other state. Last year in our 

four-county area, there were 20 

child deaths. Several of these 

were by drowning. Most of those 

deaths were preventable. Here 

are tips to make sure that this 

does not happen to you and your 

loved ones: 

 

· Keep your eyes on the kids!!!  

Never leave a child unsupervised 

around any water including 

pools, spas, bathtubs, buckets, 

beaches or ponds. It can only 

take a few moments for a tragedy 

to happen. When children are 

swimming, parents should make 

sure that at least one adult is ac-

tively watching a child and not 

distracted by cell phones or con-

versations. 

· Parents and pool owners can 

also help prevent child deaths by 

Fire and Rescue  
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using barriers, pool access door 

alarms and locks on pools to pre-

vent young children from slip-

ping out of the house and into a 

body of water.  

· Teach children how to tread 

water, how to float and how to 

swim. 

· Do not leave toys that will in-

terest little children around the 

pool. 

 

We are blessed to live in a com-

munity with great weather and 

wonderful water recreation op-

portunities. Working together, 

we can help keep our children 

safe in these environments. 

For more information on drown-

ing prevention and statistics visit 

www.waterprooffl.com. 

 

From the Fire Marshal 

 

 

 

Now that the summer heat is 

upon us, it's important to re-

member that vegetation and 

brush start dry out and become 

fire hazards. Often times, the 

dried out vegetation and brush 

are located very close to struc-

tures and create and undue risk 

of a house fire.   

Firewise is a program that rec-

ommends fire safety tips to limit 

the fire hazards caused by the 

summer heat. The primary goal 

for Firewise landscaping is fuel 

reduction — limiting the 

amount of flammable vegetation 

and materials surrounding the 

home and increasing the mois-

ture content of remaining vege-

tation.  

 NFPA advises property owners 

to start with the house and work 

their way out. Having a non-

flammable roof covering and 

assembly adds an enormous 

safety measure. Keeping roofs 

and gutters clean and clear of 

leaves or needles is critical to 

minimizing ignition from em-

bers. Flammable attachments 

(e.g., untreated wooden decks) 

are very vulnerable to ignition 

and can carry fire to the main 

structure. Keep flat surfaces 

clear of debris. Clean out any 

leaves, needles or stored materi-

al that could burn from under 

decks or porches. During this 

high fire danger season, remove 

large potential heat sources such 

as piles of firewood, spare 

building materials, vehicles - 

anything that could catch em-

bers or ignite by flames in the 

grass needs to be as far away 

from dwellings as possible. 

Remove fuel sources close to 

the house: The perimeter of the 

home and attachments out to 

about 5 feet is vulnerable if 

file:///C:/Users/harrell-john/AppData/Local/Temp/notes142542/www.waterprooffl.com
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there is anything there - organic 

mulch, woody shrubs and 

plants, juniper bushes - that 

could ignite and thus allow 

flames to touch the house. Wind

-driven fire will create a bliz-

zard of embers that will pile up 

in corners where you might nor-

mally find accumulations of 

leaves or needles around your 

home. These corners, nooks and 

crannies should be clear of any 

flammables. If there are any 

limbs or branches overhanging 

the roof, or any branches close 

to/touching the house, trim back 

to at least 10 feet from the 

house. Keep grass mowed low 

and well watered if possible. 

In the event of a fire, remember 

that every second counts, so 

you and your family must al-

ways be prepared. Escape plans 

help you get out of your home 

quickly. In less than 30 seconds, 

a small flame can get complete-

ly out of control and turn into a 

major fire. It only takes minutes 

for a house to fill with thick 

black smoke and become en-

gulfed in flames. 

Prepare and practice your fire 

escape plan twice a year with 

everyone in your household, 

including children and people 

with disabilities. It's also a 

good idea to practice your plan 

with overnight guests. Some tips 

to consider when preparing your 

escape plan include: 

Draw a map of each level of 

your home and show all doors 

and windows. Find two ways to 

get out of each room. Make sure 

all doors and windows that lead 

outside open easily. 

Only purchase collapsible es-

cape ladders evaluated by a rec-

ognized testing laboratory. Use 

the ladder only in a real emer-

gency. 

Teach children how to escape 

on their own in case you cannot 

help them. 

Have a plan for everyone in 

your home who has a disability. 

Practice your fire escape plan at 

night and during the daytime. 

 

For more information visit 

www.firewise.org or feel free to 

contact me through email at fire-

marshal@ponce-inlet.org or by 

phone at (386) 322-6720. 

 

Donate Teddy Bears to Fire De-

partment  

Ponce Inlet Fire Department is 

asking for Teddy Bear donations 

for their ―Trauma Teddy‖ Pro-

gram. With the firefighters being 

the first on the scene due to an 

accident or a fire, it gives them 

the opportunity to give a child one 

of the teddy bears to try to help 

the child deal with what is going 

on around them.   

Firefighters will give the ―trauma 

teddy‖ to comfort children who 

have suffered traumatic incidents. 

The stuffed animals tend to have a 

significant calming effect on the 

children which make it possible 

for the crew to better access the 

child.  The bears could also be 

given to children who have seen 

an incident that involved a family 

member 

If you would like to make a dona-

tion of a new teddy bear or stuffed 

animal, please contact Jeni Sim-

ken at 386-322-6720 or jsim-

ken@ponce-inlet.org.   

 

 

 

 

Aref Joulani, Director 

 

Planning and Zoning Division 

 

Updates to the Land Use & De-

velopment Code (LUDC)  

The Town‘s effort to update the 

LUDC continues in 2014. In July, 

the Town Council is preparing to 

adopt revisions to the Landscap-

PLANNING &  
DEVELOPMENT 

mailto:jsimken@ponce-inlet.org
mailto:jsimken@ponce-inlet.org
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ing and Tree Preservation section 

of the code. These updates are the 

product of 15 public workshops 

and meetings with the Park Board, 

Planning Board, and Town Coun-

cil since January 2013.  

 

The Council has already adopted a 

new plant list, which contains a 

variety of salt- and drought-

tolerant species that thrive in the 

coastal climate. The ordinance 

and new plant list are intended to 

make the regulations easier to un-

derstand and provide greater flexi-

bility to meet their intended pur-

pose.  

 

The Town Council is also consid-

ering an ordinance allowing medi-

cal marijuana dispensaries as a 

special exception use in certain 

locations. Special exception uses 

are those which may be allowed in 

limited circumstances under cer-

tain conditions, and which first 

require review by the Planning 

Board and approval by the Town 

Council, rather than being allowed 

by right. The proposed ordinance 

would prohibit such facilities if 

located within 2,500 feet of any 

pre-existing school, house of wor-

ship, day care facility,  public 

park, public beach, or another 

medical marijuana dispensary. 

Second reading of this ordinance 

is scheduled for July 2014. 

 

The Planning Board is continuing 

to hold workshops on additional 

LUDC amendment topics, includ-

ing:  

 

Parking 

Food trucks 

 

Ponce Inlet Historical Museum 

The Ponce Inlet Historical Muse-

um (PIHM) continues to fulfill its 

mission, "to educate through the 

preservation and dissemination of 

the history and cultural heritage 

of the Town of Ponce Inlet."  The 

Historic & Archaeological Preser-

vation Board and PIHM staff have 

put together a list of goals; one of 

those goals is simply "History." 

The museum is looking to build 

and expand its collection of the 

Town's history of its people, plac-

es, and events. Such a goal cannot 

be reached without the support 

and help of the community, and 

the community has done just that. 

The museum appreciates its vol-

unteers, donors, and those who 

continue to spread the word about 

the museum.  

 

In order to help tell this history, 

the museum seeks to expand its 

collection of artifacts, photos, and 

postcards. If you prefer to keep 

the original photo or postcard, we 

accept copies and/or can scan the 

images.  

 

Another way to help the museum 

preserve the history of Ponce Inlet 

is to become a PHIM volunteer at 

143 Beach Street. Applications 

are available at the Historical Mu-

seum (Mon-Fri), 10:00am to 

2:00pm, online at the Town‘s 

website, or at Town Hall. 

 

The museum is now interviewing 

Veterans who live in Ponce Inlet. 

As a Veteran, you are a unique 

part of Ponce Inlet‘s living histo-

ry. The Ponce Inlet Historical Mu-

seum wants to recognize your ser-

vice and educate future genera-

tions. 

 

Among the other goals is museum 

programming; please look for our 

future projects that include new 

items in the collection, outreach 

programs, educational program-

ming geared toward children, ex-

hibits, and events that incorporate 

Ponce Inlet‘s past. More infor-

mation about upcoming programs 

can be found on the Town‘s web-

site.  

  

PIHM welcomes summer camp 

groups 

 

If you would like to support the 

museum in any manner, please 

contact Amy Zengotita at (386) 

761-2408 or azengotita@ponce-

inlet.org. 
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Building & Code Enforcement 

We are pleased to announce the 

retirement of Ken Loihle, Build-

ing Official/Floodplain Manager.  

Ken has been with the town for 

just over a year and is ready to 

move on into retirement.  We 

wish him well in his future en-

deavors. 

 

We are also pleased to announce 

the promotion of Robert Bailey to 

the position of Chief Building Of-

ficial/Floodplain Manager.  Rob-

ert brings many years of experi-

ence with him to this position and 

was previously the town‘s Code 

Compliance Inspector.  For ques-

tions, concerns, or to wish him 

well in his new position, Robert 

can be reached at 386-236-2186 

or rbailey@ponce-inlet.org. 

 

Who’s taking out the Trash?  

Did you know that trash cans are 

required?   

 

Trash bags left at the curb invite 

animal intrusion, can leak contam-

inants into the soil and storm wa-

ter systems, and can be a very un-

pleasant hazard for pedestrians 

and vehicles during bad weather 

and winds. 

 

Although trash cans can be incon-

venient, the use of approved trash 

containers is both necessary and 

required by law.   

 

Sections 62-7, 62-33, & 62-45 of 

the Town‘s Code of Ordinances 

states:  ―It shall be the duty of the 

person responsible for each ac-

count to supply required trash 

cans‖.  

 

The Town Code requires that 

trash receptacles have a capacity 

of 10 to 40 gallons and be con-

structed of metal or plastic and 

free from holes or leaks. To pre-

vent entrance of rainwater, wild 

animals and insects, containers 

must have appropriate fitted metal 

or plastic cover. 

  

The trash receptacles and contain-

ers must be placed at the point of 

pick up no earlier than 6:00 pm on 

the evening preceding the regular 

scheduled pick up day. These 

trash containers must be removed 

from the pickup points by 7:00 

pm on the afternoon of pickup.  

 

Trash pickup days are Monday 

and Thursday of each week. 

 

So the next time you take out the 

trash, please make sure it‘s in an 

approved container.  Thank you! 

 

Archived permits are now avail-

able on line.  All permits issued 

for single-family properties have 

been scanned and are now availa-

ble on our website.  These permits 

were formerly referred to as the 

―street address files‖.  Multi-

family and commercial properties 

are being processed and will be 

available on-line later this year.  

To view permits, visit the Build-

ing Division of the Town‘s web-

site, and look for the link titled 

―Archived Permits‖. 

 

If you have a permitting question, 

wish to report a violation, or sus-

pect a violation, please call 386-

236-2182 or visit our website to 

file an on-line complaint. 

 

Beware of Unlicensed Contrac-

tors!  Unlicensed contracting has 

always been a problem in Florida. 

During these slow economic times 

many people portray themselves 

as being licensed and insured 

when in fact they are not. Before 

signing a contract or giving a de-

posit for proposed work check 

with the Ponce Inlet Building De-

partment for verification that they 

are properly licensed.  

Business Tax Receipts  

Just a reminder all Business Tax 

Receipts expire on September 30, 

2014.  Renewal notices will be 

mailed on July 1st, if you don‘t 

receive your notice, please contact 

Ami Pierce in the Building Divi-

sion at (386)236-2182 or 

apierce@ponce-inlet.org.   

Anyone considering opening a 

business in the Town please con-

tact Ami Pierce for application 

information. 

mailto:rbailey@ponce-inlet.org
mailto:apierce@ponce-inlet.org
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Public Works  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Public Works  General Manager 

Keith Gunter 

How to Contact Us: 

Office:  4875 S. Peninsula Drive 

Phone:  322-6729 / Fax:  322-6718 

Hours:  Mon – Fri, 8:00am – 4:30pm 

E-mail: kgunter@ponce-inlet.org 

  sbarrow@ponce-inlet.org 

Staff News: Many of our staff have been busy 

completing courses to better understand their dai-

ly duties and responsibilities.   

 

 

Leaving Town? 

 

 If you are leaving town, we recommend that you 

turn off the water supply to your residence.  This 

prevents any leaks from occurring within your 

property, and will avoid a high utility bill and 

costly repairs.  If you contact the Utility Billing 

Department with this request, staff can also lock 

your meter to prevent meter tampering and theft.  

There may be a fee for this service.  Contact 236-

2151 for more information. 

 

Our Public Works office hours have changed; we 

are now open Monday  

 Friday, 8am - 4:30pm.  

 

For more information about Public Works click 

on the Public Works link on the Town‘s web site 

 

http://www.ponce-inlet.org 

 

Water Meter Access: Please keep your water 

meters clear of vegetation, vehicles, and other ob-

stacles as this hinders meter readings and repairs.  

Ready access to your meter is a must.  Meters 

that need to be re-read due to blocked access 

are subject to additional fees.   

 

Solid Waste, Yard Waste & Recycling: House-

hold trash (solid waste), Yard Waste, and Recy-

cling services are provided by Waste Manage-

ment.  If you have questions, they can be reached 

at 673-0800, x-331 during normal business hours.  

Please keep in mind that large piles or special pick

-ups may be assessed additional fees.  The regular 

schedule for pickups in the Town is:  Monday and 

Thursday house hold trash, Tuesday recycling 

and yard trash, and Wednesday large piles of yard 

trash.  Please make sure all items are to the curb 

before 7 am on the day of pick up.  

 

Residential Yard Waste:  When you remove 

weed trees, bushes, plants, dead trees and limbs, 

  Completed Courses   

Keith Gunter, 
General Mgr FDOT Intermediate Work Zone Traffic Cntl Feb 

  FSA Level I Storm Water Operator Recert. June 

      

Jeff Miller, 
Maint. Tech II FSA  Level 1 Storm Water Recertification Feb 

  FWPCOA Back Flow Tester Recert. April 

  FSA Level 2 Storm Water Operator  Recert. June 

      

Ken Jones, 
Maint. Tech II FSA Level I Storm Water Operator Recert. June 

      

Curtis Mitchell, 
Maint. Tech II FDOT Intermediate Work Zone Traffic Cntl Marc

h 

  FWPCOA Storm Water Level C Marc
h 

  FSA Level 2 Storm Water Operator April 

  FWPCOA Back Flow Tester April 

      

Ken Sinisi, 
Maint. Tech I FDOT Intermediate Work Zone Traffic Cntl Marc

h 

      

Kurt Stromp, 
Maint. Tech I FDOT Intermediate Work Zone Traffic Cntl Marc

h 

mailto:kgunter@ponce-inlet.org
mailto:sbarrow@ponce-inlet.org
http://www.ponce-inlet.org
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or clear excessive vegetation, 

please make sure you place 

all vegetation debris curbside, 

on ―your‖ property.  Please 

do not place residential yard 

waste on any empty lot as 

Waste Management does not 

assess vacant lots, therefore 

they do not receive collection 

service and the debris will not 

be picked up. 

 

If you have a large amount of 

debris please call Waste Man-

agement at : 386-615-7783 to 

request a specific pickup at 

your property, (there is no extra 

charge for this residential ser-

vice). If you have a contractor 

removing and clearing your 

yard debris, it is their responsi-

bility to remove the debris and 

it should not be placed 

curbside. 

Storm Water Maintenance:  

Please do not dispose of 

swimming pool water and de-

bris into the City's storm 

drain system. To reduce pollu-

tants into our storm drains, 

proper treatment and mainte-

nance of pool water and debris, 

including occasional backwash-

ing or partial draining is very 

important. 

 

A pool owner may be tempted 

to discharge pool water into the 

street and gutter that leads to a 

storm drain. However, the pur-

pose of the storm drain system 

is to protect against flooding 

and water damage by quickly 

removing rain water from our 

streets. This water gets no treat-

ment. 

  

Unfortunately, pool water dis-

charges can contain environ-

mentally harmful pollutants 

such as excess salts, elevated 

chlorine and other chemicals, 

and even nuisances such as 

mosquito larvae. 

 

Drain your pool or spa water on 

to your landscape, lawn or 

rocky areas on your property 

and allow the water to percolate 

into the ground. Be sure to use 

caution when applying pool 

water on certain plants since it 

contains more salt and chlorine 

than tap water.  

 

Never drain pool water into or 

toward a sanitary sewer man-

hole installed in the street. 

 

 

Annual Shock Treatment of 

the Water Distribution Sys-

tem:    During July & August 

water plant personnel change 

the disinfectant that is used in 

the treatment process. Fire hy-

drants are flushed throughout 

the entire water distribution 

system to improve water quali-

ty and increase the bacteriologi-

cal integrity of the water distri-

bution system.  

 

Water Fact:  Most weight-loss 

programs call for drinking a 

healthy amount of water every 

day to help process food and 

counter act hunger attacks. We 

often feel hungry when we are 

dehydrated. Drinking a glass of 

water can alleviate hunger 

pangs.  
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By Susie Hagey  

 

Hi!  To All.  Summer seems a 

little slow at the Ponce Inlet 

Community Center (PICCI).   

FLOW will be at PICCI on July 

28 (this is a van parked at the 

center where you can renew 

your FL driver‘s license and 

your FL car tags).  Don‘t forget 

to vote on August 26 – primary,  

and Nov. 4 – general, at the 

center.  The best news is that in 

September, PICCI will be open 

Monday through Thursday 

from 9 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. and on 

Friday from 9 a.m. to 12:30 

p.m. 

 

During May and June, PICCI 

has been sprucing up the cen-

ter.  The kitchens have been 

cleaned inside and out.  Now, it 

is in the process of being paint-

ed.  The two rooms are looking 

so fresh.  The rugs have been 

cleaned.  The town provided a 

new A/C for the gallery.  A 

new thermostat was installed in 

the gallery also.  Many of the 

men on the PICCI board have 

been working to make the pic-

nic area in the back more invit-

ing.  They have painted the pa-

vilions and are now in the pro-

cess of getting new picnic ta-

bles.  Public Works will clear 

some bushes out back also.  

Come, check it all out. 

 

The Board of Directors has vot-

ed to make one wall (west) a 

past president‘s wall.  Marlene 

Heiden & Susie Hagey will 

chair this and it should be ready 

by September.   

 

An upcoming ‗get together‘ 

event will be a spaghetti dinner 

on August 14th.  Tickets go on 

sale July 14th at $8.00 each and 

this includes dessert.  It‘s going 

to be an exciting fun time night 

as we will have a  ‗MYSTERY 

ENTERTAINMENT‘ ready for 

our guests.  All of this is being 

chaired by Bill Hibbert.  Get 

your tickets early.   Check out 

the flyer in this edition. 

 

Then on November 13th, Mar-

lene Heiden & Susie Hagey 

will chair a Soup &  Salad 

Night for $7.00 each.  The 

Board Members are asked to 

bring in  a crock pot full of 

soup, chili, stew or their favor-

ite recipe --- and hopefully 

some of you good residents & 

guests of Ponce Inlet will bring 

in your favorite recipes --- to 

share.   PICCI  will provide the 

salad, bread & dessert.  This 

will be a good time to meet 

new friends and catch up on the 

town news.  Hopefully, we‘ll 

have songs provided by the 

‗ADELINES.‘   It‘s going to be 

a fun night, so don‘t miss out! 

 

Watch out for the February 

BBQ Showdown in 2015.  It‘s 

chaired by Kristi Drumheller.   

This past year – and first time 

event – was a huge success – 

and so much fun.  It‘s never too 

early to think about teaming up 

for the 2015 challenge. 

Following that will be 3/14th - 

St. Patrick‘s Day and 5/16th - 

Red, White, & Blue Dinner 

Dance.  So this is a good time 

to mark your calendar so you 

won‘t miss out.  More infor-

mation will be available later. 

 

Keep up with what is going on 

at PICCI by picking up a calen-

dar of events each month or 

going on-line at ponce-

inlet.org;  by checking the sign 

out front (both sides); and/or by 

reading our bulletin boards lo-

cated on the outside walls by 

the front doors.  Send us your 

ideas and suggestions to:  picci-

board@aol.com ....and enjoy 

our beautiful town. 

PICCI POINTS 
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PIWC Pink Lady Talk 

 By Sandy Wester, Publicity Chair 

 

 

The PIWC new officers for this year are Ann Dun-

bar, President; Ada Landers, Vice President; Alice 

Washington, Recording Secretary; Marian Kelly, 

Corresponding Secretary; Ramona Thomas, Treasur-

er and Past President, Suzie Hagey.  

 

The Scholarship Committee Chair, Mary Hoss has 

announced that the Genesis Scholarship for fall of 

2014 has been awarded to Emily Grams of Port Or-

ange. Emily is enrolled at Tampa University where 

she is pursuing a degree in International Banking. 

Emily will attend the September meeting of the 

Women‘s Club to receive her award. 

 

Dayton State College has awarded a beautifully 

framed Certificate of Appreciation to the Women‘s 

Club of Ponce Inlet. A congratulatory letter ad-

dressed to Mary Hoss accompanied the certificate. 

Mary had the letter framed so she can present the 

certificate and letter to President Ann Dunbar at the 

September meeting. The certificate and letter will be 

displayed in the conference room at the Ponce Inlet 

Community Center. 

 

The results of the PIWC Annual Fashion Show 

Scholarship Benefit were not available with the re-

lease of the Spring newsletter. Benefit Chair, Dr. 

Kay Brawley is happy to report that the event raised 

profit of $7,382 (income $11,395: expenses $4,013) 

to benefit the Scholarship Fund at Daytona State Col-

lege, the Helping Hands Program, the Daytona State 

College Women‘s & Men‘s Center and other local 

social service and cultural organizations.  

Ponce Inlet 
Women's Club 

PIWC Annual Fashion Show Scholarship Benefit  

2014 Fashion Show 
Vocalist Lorale 
Mullins 

Fashion Benefit Leaders & 
Supporting Organizations 

2014 Hat Parade Judging Committee 

Hat Parade 
Winners Mary 
Lee Sturno, 
Joan Gigicos, 
Sheelagh Hen-
riksen 

Pianist  
John Hakemian  
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Fashion Coordinator Mary Lee Sturno dressed the 

models in stunning fashions provided by SteinMart. 

New PIWC member models included; Mary Bonne-

ville, Carol Jenson, Elvira LaBarre, Judy Lampe, 

Maureen McAvoy, Angela Molpus, Michele Rance, 

Linda Schade and Kris Thompson. 

 

The PIWC is very grateful for the generosity of the 

180 patrons attending the show and the local mer-

chants and establishments who donated over $6,000 

in raffle items. The donations came from Odyssey 

Travel, Symphony Guild, Cruise One, Flower Market 

of Ormond Beach, Martha Davis Designs, Parks Der-

matology, Adams Cameron, BJs Wholesale Club, 

Crabby Joe‘s Deck & Grill, CVS Pharmacy, Dawn 

Marie‘s Nail Studio, Down the Hatch Restaurant, 

Fashion Safari, Friday‘s Restaurant, Hair by Nancy 

Fowler, Hidden Treasure Rum Bar & Grill, Inlet Har-

bor Restaurant, International Hair Design & Full Spa 

Academy, Jerry‘s Italian Restaurant & Tiki Bar, 

Let‘s Face It Salon, Lloyd‘s Dentistry, Marine Sci-

ence Center, Olive Garden Restaurant, Paradise Sa-

lon, Red Lobster, Ree Ree Anderson Pedi, Splash 

Car Wash, Verde Salon, Walmart, YMCA of Port 

Orange and numerous friends and members of the 

Ponce Inlet Women‘s Club.  

 

Cheers to our 2014 Fashion Show supporting organi-

zations, the Guild of the Museum of Arts and Scienc-

es, the Guild of the Symphony Society, the American 

Association of University Women, the Ponce  Inlet 

Garden Club and the Harbour Village women who 

helped with the attendance. 

 

Please put March 19, 2015 on your calendar for next 

year‘s Fashion Show Benefit with new enhance-

ments: look for new venue and house of fashion. 

Thank you for your continued support. 

 

The PIWC welcome‘s three new members, Kathleen 

Griscom, Suzanne Hahn and Milla Yerakhavets. This 

brings our total membership to 85! 

 

―Love is in the Air‖ the Valentine‘s week Caribbean 

cruise on ―Liberty of the Seas‖ presented by the 

fundraising committees of, and in partnership with, 

the Ponce Inlet Women‘s Club, the Guild of the Mu-

seum of Arts and Sciences and the Daytona Beach 

Symphony Guild. Royal Caribbean will donate $50 

per cabin for our fundraiser. Please refer to the flyer 

or contact PIWC member, Pam Quillian, Travel Spe-

cialist, for more information; we are pleased to an-

nounce 12 cabins have already been reserved with 

deposits, including a professional singer and photog-

rapher. 

 

The PIWC objective is a united effort for the welfare 

of the community. The Club invites all women in 

Ponce Inlet, especially those who have just moved 

here, to come and check-out our Club and perhaps 

become members. The Club meets the second 

Wednesday each month September through May at 

10:30am in the Ponce Inlet Community Center.  

Please stop by the Community Center to pick up an 

application for membership. 
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By Wini Irvin  

 

 

It was another landmark year for 

the Garden Club of Ponce In-

let !  Special thanks to all the 

members for their hard work and 

dedication to the Club.  

  

The Arbor Day Celebration 

was held at our April Lunch-

eon. Our guest speaker was Mi-

chael Brothers, Director of the 

Marine Science Center. The win-

ners of this year's scholarships 

were Brighton Campbell,     

Geena Tropea, Grace Hampton, 

Jeri Higuera and Hurley 

McNeely.   

The Longstreet Awards went to 

Cayden Riley for Artwork; 

Kaden Windham for Poetry. The 

Teacher of the Year Award was 

given to Loretta Del Greco.  Our 

Honorary Gardener Award was 

given to Carroll Belcher.  Jim 

Hinson, President of the PICCI 

Board, presented a certificate of 

appreciation to the Garden Club 

for a donation that was used to 

beautify the back portion of the 

Community Center for upcoming 

weddings and events.   

  

Also, The Ice Cream So-

cial, was well received and we 

were able to raise money for our 

scholarships for next year.      

  

Our final meeting for this year was 

in May, each table was decorated 

by members with many different 

themes and tales to tell !    

 

 

Garden Club 
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Also, the New Officers were installed.  Our President 

is Wini Irvin - 1st Vice President - Mary Ann Op-

perud; Second Vice President - Liz Finch; Treasurer 

- Sally Ostby; Recording Secretary - Ada Landers 

and Corresponding Secretary  - Leslie Ward.   And, 

Congratulations to Wendy Fritze, the member of the 

club who was chosen as Gardener of the Year.  

  

The Beautification Award is given each month to a 

homeowner or condo in Ponce Inlet. The following 

homes and condo were chosen:  January - Angelo 

Lanaris; February - East Wind Condominium; March 

- Diane Bell and Ben Walker; April - Teri and Ron 

Johnson and the May award was given to Joe and 

Linda Schade.  

  

The Garden Club has a number 

of interesting activities planned for next 

year and we will begin the 2014-

2015 year with a Luncheon held on 

September 24th at 10:30 at the Com-

munity Center. The program will be 

members "telling about their summer 

vacations". 

         

A reminder, don't forget our Arts, 

Crafts and Plant Show which will be 

held at the Community Center on Octo-

ber 10th and 11th.  The money raised 

goes towards our Scholarship Fund 

and beautification projects in our town.   

  

Our membership is now over 120 mem-

bers!!!  If you are interested in becom-

ing a member or attending a luncheon, 

check at the Community Center for in-

formation and an application.   

  

Summertime is very hard on 

our gardens but there are some good 

choices of heat tolerant plants that will 

hold up to the season's hot weather.  In 

sunny spots, for color, choose Coleus, Moss Rose, 

Periwinkles, Purslane Torenia, Wax Begonias, Galar-

dias and Beach daisies. Some good choices for shady 

areas are Caladiums, Hydrangea, Liriope, Persian 

shield, Crossandra and Bromeliads.  Remember to 

water if we don't have summer showers for a few 

days.  An excellent source of information about gar-

dening in our area can be found on the website  " 

Solutionsforyourlife.com " which contains publica-

tions from the IFAS Extension of the University of 

Florida.    

Stay Cool and Have a Good Summer !!!   

The Seeds You Plant Today Become the Flowers of 

Tomorrow.   
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By Jo Ellen Basile 
 
“The greatness of a nation and its 
moral progress can be judged by the 
way its animals are treated."  
--Mahatma Gandhi 
 
 
Kitten season (spring and sum-
mer) is a busy time for animal res-
cue organizations, such as ours, 
Ponce Inlet Animal Welfare 
(PAW). Recently, we have 
trapped 6 cats and kittens, fostered 
14 kittens, provided veterinary 
care for a lost and injured cat, 
helped reunite lost cats with own-
ers, and found homes for 7 cats 
and kittens. In addition to Ponce 
Inlet, we have assisted with colo-
nies in Wilbur-by-the-Sea and 
Port Orange by providing guid-
ance, equipment, and help with cat 
care and transport.  
 

 
Simon was treated for a severe 
laceration and puncture wounds.  
 
Trap-Neuter-Return 
PAW is a nonprofit that has been 
working since 2009 to reduce the 
number of free-roaming (stray) 

cats in Ponce Inlet through a trap-
neuter-return (TNR) program. 
TNR is a proven alternative to 
trap and kill animal control.  
 
 
 
We have TNR cats in several dif-
ferent locations in town that are 
fed by registered caregivers. If 
you believe a stray cat is in need 
of care, please contact PAW for 
help with trapping and neutering 
at (386) 316-2991.  
 
If you are feeding stray cats, your 
kindness is incomplete without 
ensuring that they are spayed or 
neutered to prevent unwanted ani-
mals and suffering. Well-fed, un-
fixed cats can produce many off-
spring very quickly. 
 
Information 
Please register your pets at the 
Police Department. Pet registra-
tion is FREE and helps in the 
event your pet is lost.  
 
The town website, www.ponce-

inlet.org, has a Pets Lost & 
Found link (on the left) for post-
ing pictures and details about lost 
or found pets.  
 
Ponce Inlet police officers certi-
fied in animal control respond to 
animal calls and enforce the man-
datory spay/neuter ordinance. Call 
dispatch at (386) 248-1777.  
 
The Halifax Humane Society‘s 
Redinger Clinic, at 600 Mason 
Avenue in Daytona Beach, is open 
to all Volusia County residents 
and offers spay/neuter and basic 
vaccinations for your pets at a 
greatly reduced rate. Call them at 
(386) 310-4935. 
 
Donations 
PAW is a small organization and 
can use your help. To donate or 
volunteer, call (386) 756-1467 or 
mail donations to 139 Anchor 
Drive, Ponce Inlet, FL 32127.  

 
 

Creature Feature  

Pickles and Blossom 

http://www.ponce-inlet.org
http://www.ponce-inlet.org


 

Summer  2014                              Citizens For Ponce Inlet Newsletter                                              Pg. 23 

Mary Wentzel 
Programs Manager 

 
Summer is officially upon us at the Ponce de Leon Inlet 
Lighthouse, and this summer season sizzles with exciting 
events for all ages.  Droves of visitors from all over the 
country are flocking to the tallest lighthouse in Florida. 
 
For our April 19th celebration of Florida Lighthouse Day, 
John Mann, our lead lighthouse VIP volunteer and avid 
pharologist, presented a special program on Lighthouses of 
Florida. During the day, over 400 guests took part in the 
family oriented activities available within our museums 
and on the lighthouse grounds. Early that same day, Nelly 
the lighthouse cat was seen leaving the lighthouse grounds, 
heading towards the Town Park where she rendezvoused 
with her long time BFF, the Easter Bunny. The Easter Bun-
ny was in town to celebrate the Town of Ponce Inlet‘s an-
nual Easter egg hunt. Then on May 4th, Nelly the cat jour-
neyed to the Ponce Inlet Community Center to attend the 
Garden Club‘s ice cream social. During the event, Nelly 
rubbed elbows and shook paws with the town residents, 
enjoying their cool and sweet treats.  
 
On May 14th the Ponce Inlet Women‘s Club took a tour of 
our amazing historic grounds and museums. Curator Ellen 
Henry and lead docent John Mann shared their vast 
knowledge of the Ponce Inlet Lighthouse with our very 
special guests. 
 
We celebrated International Museum Day on May 17th 
when over 321 guests visited the Ponce Inlet Lighthouse. 
The International Museum Day event is our time to cele-
brate museums all around the globe.  
 
Then on June 14th we participated in Flag Day. Over 350 
guests joined us for the special activities. Children had an 
opportunity to make their very own lighthouse pennants 
like the one that flies on the flag pole at the base of the 
tower.   
 
Looking ahead, the lighthouse staff and our VIP volunteers 
are gearing up for a fantastic fall season. A multitude of 
events are planned for visitors of all ages.  
 
Upcoming in August, September, and October are: 
National Lighthouse Day, August 19th from 10:00am – 
2:00pm. The day will include special workshops for adults 
and children.  Visitors can explore our historical lighthouse 
exhibits, play historic games and make lighthouse pen-
nants. Check our website at www.ponceinlet.org for more 
details.  Of course, all workshops and programs are includ-
ed with regular admission.  
 
Spirit of ’45 Day, August 10th from 10:00am -2:00pm. 
Guests can capture the spirit of 1945, when the United 
States involvement in WWII ended. In 2010, Congress 
voted unanimously in support of this day, coinciding with 
August 14, 1945, the day President Truman announced that 
WWII was over and Americans began rebuilding the post-

war world. Visitors to the lighthouse can enjoy the patriotic 
sounds of a professional bugler and witness the 1:00pm 
flag raising ceremony by our US Coast Guard from Ponce 
Inlet. 
 
Reach for the moon during our Climb to the Moon event. 
Held every month on the first night of the full moon, the 
climb is one of the lighthouse‘s most sought-after RSVP 
offerings.  Participants are given the unique opportunity to 
experience the historic Ponce Inlet Lighthouse by the light 
of both the full moon, and the flash of our own third order 
Fresnel lens, up close and personal. Visitors to this special 
event are treated to an escorted tour to the top, view of the 
sunset and the moon rise over the river and the ocean from 
175 feet in the air, and also a rare tour of the lantern room, 
open only during these special events.  We have to thank 
our special partners, the folks at Inlet Harbor Restaurant, 
who have sponsored the food for the monthly Climb to the 
Moon since its inception.  Due to the incredible popular 
demand, individuals who are interested in participating in 

this event are encouraged to purchase their tickets well 
in advance. For more information contact Karen Huffman, 
at khuffman@ponceinlet.org or by phone at (386) 761-
1821 Ext. 10. The dates of the upcoming Climb to the 
Moon events are August 10th, September 8th, October 8th 
and November 6th. 
 
Museum at Night: Astronomy with the Museum of Arts 
and Sciences, October 18th from 6:30pm – 8:30pm. As-
tronomy workshops, stargazing through high powered tele-
scopes, and a flashlight tour of the tower will all be part of 
the fun. Explore refraction, reflection and how light travels 
in our Science of Light exhibit. To honor teachers, we will 
have free admission to the evening events for all public and 
private school teachers with valid school ID. 
 
―All Hallows Eve‖ at the Ponce Inlet Lighthouse: A 
member appreciation event, October 31st from 5:30pm – 
7:00pm. This is a unique opportunity to see and hear the 
infamous John Mann reading his rendition of the spooky 
short story, The Fog Horn by science fiction author Ray 
Bradbury. Guests will also enjoy an array of treats and 
sparkling beverages at the top of the tower. The event is 
open and free to current Ponce Inlet Lighthouse members 
of all ages. This special event is limited to 25 participants 
and reservations must be made in advance with Mary 
Wentzel by email at mwentzel@ponceinlet.org, or by 
phone at (386) 761-1821 ext. 18. 
 
Congratulations to our Ponce Inlet Lighthouse Volunteer of 
the Quarter, Ponce Inlet resident Carol Jerson.  Although 
the entire volunteer corps contributes collectively towards 
helping our organization achieve its mission, the Preserva-
tion Association honors the spirit of volunteerism by ac-
knowledging specific individuals whose contributions far 
exceed what would normally be expected. Carol Jerson 
takes tireless dedication and generosity to a new level.   
 
If you would like to work with Carol or any of our wonder-
ful volunteers, or are interested in learning more about the 
rewarding opportunities for volunteers at the Ponce Inlet 
Lighthouse, contact Mary Wentzel at 
mwentzel@ponceinlet.org or by phone at (386) 761-1821, 
ext. 18. 

Ponce Inlet Lighthouse 

http://www.ponceinlet.org
mailto:khuffman@ponceinlet.org
mailto:mwentzel@ponceinlet.org
mailto:mwentzel@ponceinlet.org
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2014—2015 Membership Registration Form 

 

I wish to become a new member______ ; renew my membership______ 
Enclosed is $10___ $15____ Other______( We can hope)     contribution for my annual membership. 
 

Did you enjoy this newsletter? 
If so, please consider supporting this organization by becoming a mem-
ber of the Citizens For Ponce Inlet. Your financial contribution will be 
used to help defray the costs of this newsletter as well as the annual 
Candidate’s Forum and the Citizens of the Year Award event.  

Name __________________________________________Phone_______________________    
 
Address ___________________________ City__________________ State ____Zip______ 

Please make all checks payable to Citizens For Ponce Inlet. Detach and mail to:  
 

Judy Huggins 
 44 Coastal Oaks Circle  

Ponce Inlet, FL  32127-6901 
(or leave in the Citizens For Ponce Inlet box at the Community Center)                          


