
 

 

 Citizens for Ponce Inlet 

Newsletter 
Dedicated to improving the quality of life in Ponce Inlet  

  VOL. CII                                                                                                              SUMMER  2015  

Candidate Forum Meeting Tuesday Aug. 11 ...3 

Candidate profiles…………………………...4--8 
Lions Club………………………………………   .8-10         

Ponce Church………………………………………..10 

Lighthouse…………………………………….…10-11 

Animal Welfare………………………………………..12 

Women’s Club……………………………………..13-14 

Garden Club………………...……….......…………15-18 

Veteran's Memorial……………………………………19 

Town Council Election Issue Issue 

LIZ FINCH NAMED 2015  

CITIZEN OF THE YEAR 
Liz Finch was named as the 

Ponce Inlet Citizen of the Year 

for 2015, at a ceremony in the 

Community Center on April 9.  

The award is given annually to 

the person who has made major 

contributions to the community.  

 

Liz was chosen by a vote of pre-

vious Citizen of the Year recipi-

ents and members of the board 

of Citizens for Ponce Inlet, 

which bestows the award. 

 

Liz immediately became in-

volved in town activities on 

moving here five years ago.  

She quickly became a member 

of the Historic and Archeologi-

cal Preservation  Board, and 

then volunteered for almost any 

other job that needed filling.  

These included the Racing 

Legends Parade activities, 

the Ponce Inlet Historical 

Museum, and as a guide for 

Ghosts of Ponce Past Hal-

loween Festivities.  She de-

veloped and works ECHO 

Rangers Program at the His-

torical Museum.   

 

Liz is an active member of 

the Ponce Inlet Garden Club 

and worked for PICCI’s  

BBQ Showdown where she 

concocted a new signature 

drink for the occasion.  

 

When the town asked her to 

help with its first Earth Day 

Celebration she immediately  
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The Citizens For Ponce Inlet Newsletter 
is published four times yearly to inform 
the citizens and businesses of Ponce 
Inlet about matters which may be of in-
terest or have an impact on them. The 
newsletter is not a public forum and no 
editorial articles or letters will be ac-
cepted for publication.  

 

The Town of Ponce Inlet’s arrangement 

with the Citizens For Ponce Inlet organi-

zation is that the Town of Ponce Inlet 

covers the cost of the printing of the 

newsletter in exchange for running in-

formation from all of the Town’s depart-

ments.  The Citizens For Ponce Inlet 

organization puts the newsletter together 

to include articles from all of the various 

organizations within the Town.  The 

Citizens For Ponce Inlet organization 

also pays for the mailing and handles 

other local distribution.  Though the 

printing varies from one issue to the 

next based upon its size, the Town of 

Ponce Inlet spent $7,000 in total for the 

four issues published last fiscal year. 

 

The newsletter does not accept paid ad-

vertisements so please consider becom-

ing a member of the Citizens For Ponce 

Inlet by completing the form on the last 

page of this publication.  Your member-

ship helps defray the costs of the many 

activities of this organization including 

postage for the newsletter, the annual 

Candidate’s Forum, and the Citizens of 

the Year awards event. 
 

All comments, questions, and articles for 
submission should be directed to:   
 

Citizens For Ponce Inlet 

4670 South Peninsula Drive 

Ponce Inlet, FL 32127 

  

Or: 

ponce.newsletter@gmail.com 

accepted this very large task requiring 

countless hours of work.  In addition she 

came up with the slogan “Ponce Preserves 

the Planet” which will continue to be the 

annual title. 

 

She was also a key player in the 

“Positively Ponce” celebration of the 50th 

anniversary of the town’s incorporation. 

 

Margi Richard, Ponce’s Development Re-

view Clerk,  recalls that “during the year-

long Positively Ponce event, Liz was the 

one who kept our spirits  up and carried 

(Building Division’s Administrative Assis-

tant) Ami (Pierce) and me through the rough days when we didn’t  feel 

that it would all get done. She presented the concept to the Town Coun-

cil as a representative of the Historic Board and gave updates through-

out the year.  She also organized the judging of the art contest, managed 

merchandise to sell and hid Ponce 

deLeon throughout the town for our 

treasure hunt.  It was always a lift to 

our day when she stopped in to see us.  

She can make even the worst of days 

seem better.” 

 

 

Liz moved to Ponce Inlet from New 

Jersey where she taught school for thir-

ty years and was honored as Teacher 

of the Year.  She is the mother of two 

sons and has six grandchildren. 

 

 

 

 

The  guest speaker at the presentation 

was Amy Zengotita who spoke on 

“Preserving our Past and Enhancing 

our Future.”   
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The 2015 Citizens for Ponce Inlet Ponce Inlet Candidates Forum will be held on 

Tuesday, August 11th at 7:00 p.m., at the Community Center. 

 

There are two contested seats (Seat 1 (Mayor): Nancy Epps & Gary Smith – Seat 

3: Mary Hoss & Doreen McBride) on the ballot this year and one uncontested seat 

(Seat 5: Lois Paritsky).  Beginning the forum all five will give a 3 minute presenta-

tion to introduce themselves and give an overview as to what they hope to accom-

plish during their term.  Following that the candidates for Seats 1 & 3 will then be 

asked the following questions from the Board of the Citizens for Ponce Inlet:  

 

1.  What is your position on the Pacetta lawsuit?  Should we continue the appeal or 

settle, and why? 

2.  To become more fiscally prudent, provide areas within Town government’s 

budget where cuts can be made. 

 

Audience questions will then be asked of Seats 1 & 3 and they will be given up to 

2 minutes to respond.  The audience will be asked to submit their questions before 

the start of the event.  They must be signed by the individual asking the question.  

An equal number of audience questions will be asked to each candidate as time al-

lows.  Each candidate for Seats 1 & 3 will then be given two minutes for closing 

remarks. The meeting is scheduled for 90 minutes. 

 

After the conclusion of the formal event an extended meet and greet period will 

begin and refreshments will be served.  At this time you can ask questions of the 

candidates or just introduce yourself.   (We are asking residents to bring a dessert 

item for this event.)   

 

We look forward to seeing you at the Candidates Forum.  Please take advantage of 

this opportunity to meet and exchange your views with the next members of the 

Ponce Inlet Town Council.   

 

Please remember to vote in this year’s Town of Ponce Inlet elections on Tuesday, 

August 25, 2015.  

2015 ELECTION FORUM MEETING 
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NANCY EPPS 

 

  

I have been a Volusia Coun-

ty resident for 50 years. My 

late husband and I moved to 

Ponce Inlet seventeen years 

ago, and I became im-

mersed in many community 

activities, including active 

participation as a volunteer 

fire fighter and serving on 

the town’s Charter Review 

committee.  

 

 

I was appointed to the Town 

Council in 2002. That was one of the happi-

est days of my life! I served as a council 

member from 2002 to 2005, then as mayor 

from 2005-2008. We achieved a 28% re-

duction in tax dollars while I was mayor, 

and we were involved in no litigation when 

I left office. 

 

Other community service includes: 

• Volusia County Historic Preservation 

Board 2009; Secretary 2012-2013, Vice 

Chair 2014-15; Chair 2015 - 

• Crime Stoppers of Northeast Florida, 

Board of Directors, President 2012-2014, 

Trustee 2014 to present 

 Ponce Inlet Volunteer Fire and Rescue  

Association, Secretary/Treasurer, past  

President 

• Ponce Inlet Lions Club, President 2012-14 

• Ponce Inlet Animal Wel-

fare, President 2011 to 

present 

• Continuum of Care, 

Volusia-Flagler Coalition 

for the Homeless, 2014 - 

present 

 

My commitment to ser-

vice continues unabated 

as evidenced by my cur-

rent active involvement in 

working toward a solution 

to the homeless issue in 

our county. 

 

 

 

 

 

Education and Employment 

 

Master’s degree in Business Administra-

tion 

Bachelor of Science  

 

I have worked in the medical laboratory 

technology field for most of my career, dur-

ing which time I rose to leadership posi-

tions at several institutions. Most recently, I 

joined Duva-Sawko EM (Emergency Medi-

cine)  Billing and Management as an Ac-

count Manager. 

 CANDIDATE FOR SEAT ONE/MAYOR 
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GARY  SMITH 

 

One of the most important as-

pects of this upcoming election is 

how you, as voters, want to pro-

ceed with the Pacetta lawsuit.  I 

totally support the unanimous 

Council decision to file an appeal 

to reverse Judge Parson’s ruling. 

My opponent favors a settlement. 

I was in the court room every day 

during both the original and dam-

ages trials and I am confident 

that our appeal will reverse the 

Court’s ruling. There were four 

counts in the lawsuit; Count 1

(Takings), Counts 2 & 3(Due 

Process), and Count 4(Bert J. 

Harris). Count 4 has already been 

reversed in favor of the Town and a favorable verdict 

on Counts 2 & 3 was granted after the damages trial. 

Only Count 1 remains for appeal. I will not vote to 

mortgage our Town and put this burden on our tax-

payers until all of our legal options have been ex-

hausted. 

 

My wife Diane and I have been property owners 

since 1991.  I have had the privilege of serving as 

your Mayor since 2011. Before that, I was a member 

of the Planning Commission, the Banking Services 

Selection Committee,  the Building Permit and Re-

view Committee, Chairman of the newly formed 

Planning Board, and was a Council member from 

June to November 2011. During my tenure as Mayor 

the Town has accomplished many improvements for 

our residents: 

 

1. Won the appeal on Count 4 and a verdict on 

Counts 2 & 3 of the Pacetta lawsuit. 

2. Worked with the County to allow our Fire De-

partment to transport patients to hospitals. 

3. Greatly improved permit and inspection proce-

dures which improved relations with contractors. 

4. Eliminated volunteer firefighter 

pension liability. 

5. Obtained an agreement to pro-

vide sanitary sewer and eliminate 

septic systems on Inlet Harbor 

Road. 

6.  Changed regulations to allow 

TIIF deeded lots to use submerged 

land in all permit calculations. 

7.  Rescinded the “wedding cake” 

rules that removed almost 200 

homes from the non-conforming 

list. 

8.  Changed or revised many other 

regulations to make living in Ponce 

Inlet more desirable. 

 

I have a Professional Engineering 

Degree and a Master’s Degree in 

Business Administration.  I am a professional engi-

neer licensed by the State of Florida.  I served in the 

Army Engineers for two years, served one tour in Vi-

etnam and was awarded the Bronze Star.  My 40 

years of career experience include 24 in the private 

sector and the last 16 in County government. I have 

worked with many local and state governmental 

agencies, consultants, contractors, and attorneys and 

have related experience in all areas included in our 

Town’s departments. 

 

I urge you to retain me as your Mayor so I can con-

tinue to lead us all to a better Ponce Inlet. 

Remember, EVERY vote counts on Tuesday, August 

25th.  

 CANDIDATE FOR SEAT ONE/MAYOR 
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 CANDIDATE FOR SEAT THREE 

MARY  HOSS 

Goals: 
1.  Represent All Citizens 

2.  Assure a Transparent Government  

3.  Provide Fiscal Responsibility 

4. Encourage Reasonable Growth and  

Development 

5.  Support a Balanced Budget  

Accomplishments: 
When elected in 2011 and re-elected in 2013, 

I promised to make a difference.  Poor ordi-

nances have been repealed and others modi-

fied. 

 

I wrote Ordinance 2015-04 

 *Waivers for Accessory Structures 

 

I initiated the following ordinances: 

 *Adoption and Modification of Town of 

Ponce Inlet Seal 

 *Prohibition of non-medical Marijuana 

farms, sales  and dispensaries in all zoning. 

Restricting Medical Marijuana sales to B1 

zoning  

 *Proposed Connie Hunter Memorial at 

Timucuan Oaks 

 

I have participated in passing the following 

ordinances: 

*Clarification and criteria for Certificate of     

  Appropriateness 

 *Amendments to Comprehensive Plan and 

LUDC 

 *Adoption of Water Act Standards 

 *Landscaping and Tree Replacement Re-

quirements 

 *Yard Trash Disposal Requirements 

 *Repeal of “Wedding Cake” building Re-

quirements 

 *Height and Setback Requirements for Wa-

terfront Properties 

 *Prohibition of Bed and Breakfast Inns 

  

   

Other Community Service 

Activity: 
*Ponce Inlet Women’s Club 

   Scholarship Chairperson (9 years) 

   Admissions Committee 

   Programs Committee 

Employment: 
 Town Council (2011 -2015)  

 Vice Mayor (2013-present) 

 Program Director-Volusia Literacy 

Council 

 College Instructor-Webster College//

DBCC 

 High School Teacher- multiple disci-

plines 

Business: 
 Sole owner – Hoss Tax Consultant (20 

years) 

Education:                                                                       
 B. A. – University of Pittsburgh                                   

 Master of Education – University of 

Pittsburgh 

 Post Masters 70 credits 

 Pittsburgh Business College 

Personal:  
    Ponce Inlet Resident (21 years) 

    Hometown: Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 

    Married to Bill Hoss (late) 58 years  

    Four children/seven grandchildren 

Ponce Inlet Community 

Services: 
      21 years of service (1994-2015) 

 

  *Board of Adjustments (16 years)  

       Duties- Quasi-Judicial 

 

         Chairperson (5 years)  

         Vice Chairperson (6 years) 

         General Member (5 years) 

 

   *Planning Board -   V. Chair/ Chair 

2011 

        Duties-Quasi-Judicial LUDC Issues 

         Served May 2010- November 2011 

 

   *Volusia Council of Governments- 

(2011-2014) 
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 CANDIDATE FOR SEAT THREE 

 
As the eighth of nine chil-

dren born into a family 

where dad was a mail car-

rier and mom was a 

homemaker, some of my 

earliest memories — like 

wearing second and third 

generation hand-medowns 

— served as lessons on the 

necessity of sound money 

management. Being part of 

a big brood also taught me 

about the importance of 

duty and responsibility, the 

value of honesty and uprightness and the 

advantages of being broad-minded and big-

hearted. 

 

Before the arrival of Disney and Sea World, 

Central Florida was home. It’s where I was 

schooled; grew into adulthood; married my 

soul mate, Charlie; and raised two amazing 

children. It’s also where I worked as a fi-

nancial professional — one experienced in 

banking operations and securities trading; 

and one committed to moral principles that 

include honesty, fairness, equality, dignity, 

diversity, transparency and individual 

rights. 

 

Once married, Charlie and I made frequent 

trips to Ponce Inlet and like so many oth-

ers, we developed a great fondness for our 

town’s remarkable historic attractions and 

natural treasures. To us, Ponce Inlet seemed 

like the perfect sanctuary — the kind of 

town where neighbors 

are neighborly, where a 

helping hand can always 

be found, and where life 

is meant to be enjoyed. 

But since purchasing a 

home in Ponce Inlet 

more than a decade ago, 

we’ve witnessed a cata-

strophic decline in our 

community’s small town 

values. By running for a 

seat on Ponce Inlet’s 

town council, I hope to   

end this decline by advo-

cating: 

 

• Balance: A quest to balance our respect 

for nature with our town vision and the im-

portance of business enterprises. 

 

• Collaboration: A quest to solve problems 

by working together with honesty, open-

ness and transparency. 

 

• Reasonable Government: A quest for 

government that actually works by provid-

ing most of what most taxpayers want 

without also becoming a financial burden. 

 

• Good Leadership: A quest for our civic 

leaders to embrace moral principles. 

 

• Fairness: A quest for our government, 

including its public safety departments, to 

treat all people  — regardless of age, gen-

der, nationality or race — with fairness. 

 

DOREEN  McBRIDE 
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LIONS CLUB 

SEAT FIVE—UNCONTESTED 

LOIS A. PARITSKY 

 

 

Professional Summary: 

1981- Present Attorney At Law 

– State of New Jersey 

1981- Present Admitted to the 

United States District Court, 

District of New Jersey 

1981 - Present Admitted to the 

Supreme Court of the United 

States of America 

1990 - 1992 Member / Chair, 

District IIA Fee Arbitration, 

NJ 

1992 - 1995 Member, District 

IIA Committee on Attorney 

Ethics, NJ 

 

Experience: 

1981 - 1984 Associate Attorney, Gelman & Gelman, 

Esqs., Fair Lawn, NJ 

1984 - Present Founding Partner/ Of Counsel, Myers & 

Pico, P.C., Fort Lee, New Jersey 

1995 - Present Lead Corporate Counsel, Express Films, 

Danbury, CT, Placentia, CA 

 

 

 

 

2013 - Present Vice Chair, Planning 

Board of the Town Of Ponce Inlet, 

Florida 

2012 - 2013 Secretary, Board of Di-

rectors, Tower 5, Ponce Inlet,  

Florida 

2013 - 2014 Director, Board of Di-

rectors, Towers 8 & 9, Ponce Inlet, 

Florida 

2015 – Present President, Board of 

Directors, Towers 8 & 9, Ponce  

Inlet, Florida 

 

 

 

Education: 

1981 Juris Doctor, University of Richmond VA, 

School of Law 

1978 Bachelor of Science, Administration of Criminal 

Justice / Police Science 

Bradley University, Peoria, IL 

1975 New Milford High School, New Jersey 

 

Who are the Ponce Inlet Lions? 

The Ponce Inlet Lions are your neighbors, town lead-

ers, acquaintances you meet on the beach. They are a 

group of 50-plus men and women who work very 

hard to make our community better. Additionally they 

are focused on relieving the hardship associated with 

sight and hearing-challenged individuals. And they 

have a special interest in addressing the needs of those 

who unselfishly serve our country in the military. 

It’s our hope that you will not only get to know us, 

but join us. There is no group more welcoming, or 

one with more purpose than your local Lions. 

The Lions are the local branch of Lions Clubs Interna-

tional. While the name is the Ponce Inlet Lions Club, 

our members serve a broader audience. In addition to 

Ponce Inlet, we serve Wilbur by the Sea and Daytona 

Beach Shores. And we also serve the needy of greater 

Daytona Beach and Volusia County. 

 

Lions Clubs International was started in 1917 by Mel-

vin Jones. Today it consists of 46,000 clubs, with 1.4 

Million members. It is the largest Service Organiza-

tion in the world. The early mission of the organiza-

tion was to prevent blindness and hearing deficien-

cies. All Lions clubs embrace that mission, but via 

our motto – We Serve – many other areas of need are 

addressed by various clubs. The Ponce Inlet club sup-

ports need where it exists in our community, our 

schools and for our military veterans. 
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Area Lions participate in a food packaging event at the PICCI center, hosted by the Ponce Inlet Lions. Over 10,000 packaged 

meals were produced for international distribution. 

 

 

We’re a relatively new organization. Chartered May 

28th, 1992, the club started with a few energetic volun-

teers.  

 

The first members included William and Patricia Ar-

nold, Carey Brennan, Elizabeth Bowers, William and 

Hazel Dauksis, Ann Gates, Patricia E. Greenwood, 

Constance Hunter, John J. Leddy, James and Davena 

Eads, James W. Lilly, Boyd Linville, Michael and Dol-

ly Pantelides, John R. and Marie Pirro, Harold W. and 

Angeline V. Sandquist, Harry Lee and Bobby Lynn 

Williams and Patricia Tropea. Lion Hazel Dauksis is 

the last remaining active member of the original club. 

 

You know the Ponce Inlet Lions by our projects. We 

have sponsored the Jazz on the River festival, the Li-

ons Fish Fry co-sponsored by Inlet Harbor, Western 

Night Dances as well as Lions Mint sales in many of 

our local restaurants and stores and White Cane aware-

ness days at local stores.  

 

In the past year we have collected and recycled over 

6,000 pairs of eyeglasses. These are used to improve 

the vision of those less fortunate. We have purchased 

new eyewear for many local individual s who need fi-

nancial help. We have also purchased hearing aids for 

those in need.  

 

In 2012, we raised $20,000 to purchase a support dog 

through South East Guide Dogs, Paws for Patriots pro-

gram. This dog was deployed to Camp Lejeune, North  

Carolina, to assist military personnel with Post-

Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD). 

 

 

 

 

In 2015 we raised $25,000 for another dog. A check 

was presented on June 5th to Paws For Patriots for an-

other needy veteran. Depending on the need, a dog can 

cost $10,000 to $25,000 to raise and train for service.  

                                           (Continued on next page) 

 

 

 Ponce Inlet Lions Club President Shirley Okhovatian presents 
a $25,000 check to retired Marine Corps Cpl. Michael Jerni-
gan, blinded by a roadside bomb in Iraq in 2004. The check, 
to Paws for Patriots, sponsors a service dog for a veteran.  
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PONCE INLET  

LIGHTHOUSE 

This year, as in the past, our club has adopted Long-

street Elementary School to support in any way we 

can. Recently, we provided $4,500 to purchase com-

puter equipment to help Longstreet students meet state 

digital requirements.  

We assisted in the purchase and packaging of over 

10,000 meals for the needy in 2014; and again in 2015. 

The Lions meet monthly – the first Wednesday of the 

month at 6 PM – at the Ponce Inlet Community Center 

for fellowship, food, and fun. Our meetings are intend-

ed to bring members together and plan activities aimed 

at assisting those in need. We are always looking for 

new members to help with our mission. See our web-

site for more information:  www.PILions.org 

Please join us. Be our dinner guest at our next meet-

ing, and you will find friendship and purpose. Please 

call Lions Ed Kocis (570-466-2549) or Sandra Ste-

phenson (617-653-2072) and say hello. We look for-

ward to welcoming you. 

PONCE CHURCH 

We have exciting and educational events happening all 

through the summer at the Ponce Inlet Lighthouse. The 

Spring season began with Florida Lighthouse Day, 

held on April 18th. Visitors to the lighthouse had the 

opportunity to meet our very own re-enactors, Miss 

Ianthe Bond and Mrs. Thomas P. O’Hagan. Miss 

Bond, re-enacted by Tana White, was one of the very 

first teachers in Ponce.  Some of Miss Bond’s students 

were the O’Hagan children as well as the children of 

town founder Bartola Pacetti.  

 Ponce Church meets Sundays 10:00am at the PI Com-

munity Center: 4670 S. Peninsula next to the fire sta-

tion. Everyone is welcome at Ponce Church. Our mem-

bers and visitors are from many different faith back-

grounds and are very active in our community outreach-

es (Restore Hope Daytona).  We feed approximately 

150 meals to the homeless every Saturday at 320 North 

Street in Daytona Beach from 5:00pm-6:00pm. We pro-

vide uplifting music and serve meals such as grilled hot 

dogs, chili dogs and chips, pizza, sandwiches, baked 

beans or rice and beans, even pasta!  Some of our vol-

unteers consist of residents of Ponce Inlet and surround-

ing cities. Everyone is welcome to join us at our North 

Street Feast and serve. You are also welcome to bring a 

dish, or you can also bring water, chips and/or cookies. 

If you're unable to join us but would like to contribute, 

you can visit our website at: PonceChurch.com and 

click on the "Donate" button. 100% of all donations go 

toward the purchase of food, thank you.   

We also invite you to visit RestoreHopeDaytona.com 

and learn about our mission to provide housing for age-

out foster girls. Restore Hope Daytona endeavors to 

provide safe and stable housing for these girls so they 

do not become part of the at-risk population of home- 

lessness and trafficking. By providing a safe support 

system the girls are able to graduate high school, enroll 

in a local college and obtain employment. If you would 

like to support this outreach, please email Pastor Nina at: 

nina@restorehopedaytona.com.  Or call 386-308-1533. 

Thank you. 

See you Sunday, 10AM at Ponce Church 

4670 S. Peninsula in Ponce Inlet. 

http://www.PILions.org
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Mrs. Julia O’Hagan, re-enacted by Janice Lowry, was 

the overworked wife of Keeper Thomas P. O’Hagan. A 

mother of eleven children, Mrs. O’Hagan filled her time 

with laundering, cooking, cleaning and keeping the Prin-

cipal Keeper’s 

dwelling in tip 

top shape. The 

lighthouse fami-

lies always 

knew that, at 

any time, the 

United States 

Lighthouse Ser-

vice inspectors 

could pay them 

a visit. It was 

very important 

that the tower, 

dwellings and 

the grounds 

were in perfect 

order.  

Our Home-

schoolers Day Spring Event was held on Thursday, May 

7th. We had 120 guests to our lighthouse from all over 

the state. The homeschoolers attended a program about 

WWII in Florida and Volusia County. The students 

learned that because of Florida’s warm climate and 

bounty of available land, the military used our state as a 

year round training ground. Students also had the oppor-

tunity to join two of our VIP volunteers and retired ser-

vicemen, on a visit to the site of the town of Ponce In-

let’s World War II memorial located in Kay and Ayres 

Davies Lighthouse Park.    Homeschoolers had an op-

portunity to send messages by Morse code and discover 

how crystal radios were made. The focus of this year’s 

Spring Homeschooler Event was Victory Florida, the 

statewide initiative celebrating the 70th anniversary of 

the end of World War II.  

 

We celebrated International Museum Day on May 16th 

when over 270 guests visited the Ponce Inlet Light-

house. The International Museum Day event is our op-

portunity to celebrate museums all around the globe and 

 

the stories they tell. The Ponce Inlet Lighthouse is proud 

to be a part of the international museum community. 

 

June 14th was our Flag Day celebration at the Light-

house. One of the annual favorites, Flag Day event invit-

ed guests to take part in special activities. These activi-

ties included; Semaphore flag demonstrations, light-

house pennant and flag making. Children had an oppor-

tunity to make their own lighthouse pennants, the state 

flag of Florida or the United States flag. These flags fly 

proudly today on our flag pole at the base of the tower. 

Historically, it was a great honor for the lighthouse 

keepers to fly all three flags. Having the opportunity to 

fly the United States Lighthouse Service pennant was 

important to the Lighthouse keepers and their families. 

When the lighthouse pennant was flying at a lighthouse 

it signified that the Ponce de Leon Inlet Light Station 

was impeccably maintained as mandated by the USLHS. 

We have a very exciting summer planned at the Light-

house. Upcoming educational events include: National 

Lighthouse Day on Saturday, August 7, from 10:00 to 

2:00 pm; Spirit of ’45 Day on Sunday, August 9, from 

10:00 to 2:00; International Lighthouse and Lightship 

Weekend on  August 15-16 from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm. 

All activities are included with regular admission, no 

advance reservations are required.  

 

The Climb to the Moon events for the summer of 2015 

are filling up very quickly. Don’t miss the opportunity to 

toast the setting sun with a sparkling beverage and enjoy 

tasty hors d’oeuvres by moonlight.  Limited to only 25 

participants per evening, the Climb to the Moon events 

sell out a few months in advance. We suggest you be 

sure to make your reservations early by calling Karen at 

(386) 761-1821 ext. 10. We appreciate the continued 

support of Inlet Harbor Restaurant for providing us with 

all the delicious food during our Climb to the Moon 

events.   

 

The Preservation Association is always looking for indi-

viduals interested in becoming a lighthouse volunteer. 

Those wishing to do so may contact Programs Manager 

Mary Wentzel by email at mwentzel@ponceinlet.org or 

by phone at (386) 761-1821 ext. 18. You can also learn 

more about volunteering opportunities online at 

www.ponceinlet.org. 
 

Janice Lowry (left) re-enacting Mrs. Thomas O’Hagan and Tana 

White re-enacting Miss Ianthe Bond  

mailto:mwentzel@ponceinlet.org
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Creature Feature 
By Jo Ellen Basile 

 
“The greatness of a nation 

and its moral progress can 

be judged by the way its 

animals are treated."  

--Mahatma Gandhi 

 

Ponce Animal Welfare (PAW) is a citizens group that 

has been working since 2009 to reduce the number of 

free-roaming (stray) cats in Ponce Inlet through a trap-

neuter-return (TNR) program. TNR is a proven alterna-

tive to trap and kill animal control that also saves tax-

payer money.  

 

Most TNR cats have an ear tipped or notched to identify 

them. A lot of time and ongoing effort goes into a TNR 

program. Even after cats are trapped and fixed, our ded-

icated caregivers feed them every day of the year.  

 

If you have stray cats in your neighborhood, please con-

tact PAW for help with trapping and neutering at (386) 

316-2991. If you are feeding stray cats, your kindness is 

incomplete without ensuring that they are spayed or 

neutered to prevent unwanted animals and suffering.  

 

Information 

Please register your pets at the Police Department. Pet 

registration is FREE and helps in the event your pet is 

lost.  

 

The town website, www.ponce-inlet.org, has a Pets 

Lost & Found link (on the left) for posting pictures and 

details about lost or found pets.  

 

Ponce Inlet police officers certified in animal control 

respond to animal calls and enforce the mandatory spay/

neuter ordinance. Call dispatch at (386) 248-1777.  

 

Only those designated by our Police Department can 

trap animals in town, and it is illegal to transport rac-

coons unless it is to a humane society or to a property of 

40 acres or more with written property owner permis-

sion. Please contact PAW if you trap a cat.  

 

The Halifax Humane Society’s Redinger Clinic, at 600 

Mason Avenue in Daytona Beach, is open to all Volusia 

County residents and offers spay/neuter and basic vac-

cinations for your pets at a greatly reduced rate. Call 

them at (386) 310-4935.  

 

Adoptions 

We have several cats needing good homes. Please call 

(386) 316-2991.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Donations 

PAW is a small organization and can use your help. To 

donate or volunteer, call (386) 756-1467 or mail dona-

tions to 139 Anchor Drive, Ponce Inlet, FL 32127.  

PONCE ANIMAL  

WELFARE 

Miss Marble is one year old and absolutely the best 

lap kitty ever. All she wants is to be loved by you.  

Miss Darla is about six years old and a super-sweet 

outdoor kitty that wants to be an inside girl. Her care-

givers have started traveling a lot and her woods 

home is being developed into a subdivision.  

http://www.ponce-inlet.org
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Ponce Inlet 

Women's Club 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PIWC Pink Lady Talk 

 

By Sandy Wester, Publicity Chair 

 

Beginning with great news, our Treasurer,  Ramona 

Thomas reported that the Ponce Inlet Women's Club 

2015 Fashion Show Scholarship Benefit Raised over 

$11,000....Kudos to all of you who purchased a ticket 

and bought raffle tickets for the prizes...so many of you 

plus your friends contributed significantly to our success, 

almost double that of prior years.  Was it a lot of 

work?...you bet. Was it worth it?..We are all smiling. It 

takes a small village to make this happen....thanks to all 

the PIWC members for your teamwork, pulling in the 

same direction.  

 

The Ponce Inlet Women's Club thanks the many busi-

nesses and community citizens that gave generously with 

raffle and auction prize donations valued in excess of 

$12,000 at this year's fashion show benefit. Benefit Chair 

Dr. Kay Brawley was 

equally pleased to an-

nounce that the net pro-

ceeds raised by the 170 

patrons attending this 

year's show held on 

Thursday, March 19 at the 

Halifax River Yacht Club 

exceeded previous year’s 

number. The proceeds will 

benefit the Scholarship 

Fund at Daytona Beach 

College, the DBC Helping 

Hands Program, the DBC 

Women's & Men's Center 

and other local social ser-

vice and cultural organiza-

tions. 

 

Local organizations supporting the event include the 

Guild of the Museum of Arts and Sciences, the Guild of 

the Symphony Society, and the Ponce Garden Club.  

 

Dillard's of Daytona provided the models with designs 

for resort wear and chic casual to elegant evening wear.  

Five new PIWC members modeled the fashions, Betsey 

Lindley, Elaine Dibenedetto, Dr. Madeline Santoro, Mil-

la Yerakhavets, and Shannon Arceneaux, plus her hus-

band Kent. 

 

Merchants and establishments who contributed donations 

for the grand prizes, raffle gifts and silent/live auction 

include: 

Dr. 

Michelle 

Foley of 

Parks Der-

matology, 

Dillard's 

Dr. Carl 

Lentz 

Plastic 

Surgery 

Services, 

Dr. Curtis Schalit FL Oral & Facila Surgical Associates, 

Shores Resort & Spa, Cherise's Salon, The Flower Mar-

ket of Ormond, Martha Davis Designs, Museum of Arts 

& Sciences, Pevonia International, Daytona Beach Sym-

phony, Lilly Pulitzer of Winter Park, Artist Pam Jekel, 

Artist Dianne Hand, Aunt Catfish, 

Churcherias Hondurenas,  Crabby 

Joe's, Cummer Museum, Down the 

Hatch, Dr. Susan Mackenzie Dentis-

try, Hair by David, Hair by Nancy 

Fowler, Halo Salon, Hidden Treasure 

Grill & Rum Bar, Inlet Harbor, Inlet 

Treasures Gift Shop, International 

Academy of Hair Design, Jerry's Tiki 

Bar, Marine Science Center, McKen-

na's Place, Perfectly Polished, Rac-

ing's North Turn, Stonewood Grill, 

TGI Friday's, WalMart, WAM Monogram Designs, Pam 

Quillian of Cruise One, and numerous friends and mem-

bers of the Ponce Inlet Women's Club.  
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Next year's Spring Benefit will be held in March 2016. 

Please put it on your calendar. 

 

At the May membership meeting before we adjourned 

for summer, the PIWC President, Ann Dunbar, was pre-

sented with several 

certificates of appre-

ciation.  She was hap-

py to accept a Certifi-

cate of Special 

Recognition for 

PIWC support the 

Symphony Guild 

from Daytona Beach 

Symphony Guild 

President Cathy Bau-

erle.  Ponce Inlet 

Community Center, 

Inc. President Jim Hinson presented a certificate thank-

ing the PIWC for all the donations made to the Commu-

nity Center. And lastly, a certificate of appreciation from 

the Halifax River Yacht Club for choosing the yacht club 

as the Fashion Show venue for 10 years. 

 

PIWC member Nancy Dillard 

introduced the guest speaker, 

columnist Mark Lane of the 

News Journal. Everyone en-

joyed his comments about his 

work at the News Journal. 

Several husbands of the Club 

members attended the lunch-

eon to hear Mr. Lane’s mes-

sage. His remarks were fol-

lowed by a lively Q & A  

period. 

 

 

Scholarship Chair, Mary Hoss 

reports that the PIWC is 

awarding two Foundation 

Scholarships  for summer 

study. Each recipient receives 

$1,500. In addition, the Club 

will award a Helping Hand 

Scholarship for $600. This 

Scholarship helps defray the 

cost of books. The PIWC 

plans to award Foundation and  

 

Helping Hand 

Scholarships 

through Daytona 

State College again 

for the fall.  

 

President Ann Dun-

bar and Vice Presi-

dent Ada Landers 

were proud to represent the PIWC by presenting a 

wreath at the Memorial Day Ceremony at the Ponce Inlet 

Veteran’s Memorial. 

The PIWC objective is a 

united effort for the wel-

fare of the community. 

The Club invites all wom-

en in Ponce Inlet, espe-

cially those who have just 

moved here, to come and 

check-out our Club and 

perhaps become members. 

The Club meets the sec-

ond Wednesday each 

month September through May at 

10:30am in the Ponce Inlet Com-

munity Center.  Please stop by the 

Community Center to pick up an 

application for membership. 
 

Fashion Commentator 

Celia Battaglini 
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 By Jane Magrady 
 

At our March Meet-

ing, club member 

Lori Allen spoke to 

us about "Butterflies 

in Your Garden."  We 

learned that, unlike 

birds, female butter-

flies are more colorful than males.  The Zebra Long-

wing (Heliconius charithonia) is Florida's official state 

insect (I bet you thought it was the Mosquito!).   These 

butterflies differ from most in that they roost in groups 

of about 70, and they not only sip nectar, but eat pol-

len. 

 

If you want to attract butterflies, establish a no spray 

zone in your garden and choose native plants that at-

tract pollinators.  Butterflies are attracted by sweet-, 

pungent- and acrid-smelling flowers that are orange, 

yellow, pink, purple and red.  Some of these in-

clude Red Pentas, African Blue Basil, Brown-Eyed 

Susans, Coreopsis (state wildflower) and Scarlet 

Sage.   More information can be found at 

www.fnps.org.   

 

Our Arbor Day Celebration on April 22nd was coordi-

nated by Joyce Belcher, who welcomed Gary 

Smith, Mayor of Ponce Inlet, to deliver an Arbor Day 

Proclamation.  Our speak-

er, Shirley Lohn, represent-

ed Volusia County Recy-

cling and she gave a very 

informative presentation 

about what can and cannot 

be recycled in our commu-

nity.  Plastic containers 

coded 1 through 7 are recy-

clable - remove caps and 

lids before recycling. 

Styrofoam egg cartons and 

the packing from meat can-

not be put in your bin but 

can be recycled at Publix.  Shirley also showed us ex-

amples of many items made from recycled materials 

and encouraged us to purchase recycled items.   

 

Our Celebration continued with many Awards, includ-

ing the announcement of this year's Honorary Garden-

er (and photographer), Ben Walker.   

 

Students from R. J. Longstreet Elementary were pre-

sented awards by Wendy Fritze for their Artwork 

(Isabella Riviera) and Poetry (Logan Stallard).  The 

Margie Jones Memorial Scholarships were presented 

by Dale Meagly to:  Kenneth Shierlinger, Jacqueline 

Jaggar, Mark Hodae, Arden Haley and Dana Charshee.  

Jacqueline and Dana then shared their award -winning 

essays about Ponce Inlet.   

 

The Teacher of the Year, Sara Smith, received the 

Soup Labels and Box Tops for Education which Sher-

ry Utter has been collecting from members all 

year.   Sherry also presented pull tabs for Ronald 

McDonald House and recognized Robert Wallace, 

principal of Seabreeze High School.  

April 29th, was a beautiful day as many 

of our members were transported by bus to Jackson-

ville to enjoy the Cummer Museum of Art and Gar-

dens.  Many thanks go to  Jeanette Kellum  for organ-

izing this wonderful trip.   

Garden Club of 

Ponce Inlet 

http://www.fnps.org/
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The Docent– Led Tour of the ‘Permanent Collection’ 

gave us a wonderful overview of the museum and then 

we were free to explore the exhibits, as well as the cafe 

and gift shop, on our own. The Museum has 2.5 acres 

of the historic Gardens situated on the banks of the St. 

John’s River which feature Cummer’s Living Art.  The 

gardens include unique examples of early 20th century 

garden designs, reflecting pools, fountains, arbors, an-

tique ornaments, sculptures. 

 

Thanks to the event chairs Tana Lee White and Carol 

Jerson, the Ice Cream Social on May 3, was enjoyed 

by the public - young and old alike.  As always, deli-

cious homemade bake goods were available to enjoy 

with the Ice Cream. The Bake 

Sale, White Elephant Sale and 

Gift Basket Auction were joined 

this year by our Crafters sell-

ing their handmade items 

for charity and our resident Bee-

Keeper, Judy DiCarlo, selling 

delicious honey and salve to 

benefit the club and the Light-

house.   The Kid Zone was a big 

hit and the kids also en-

joyed Judy's live bee exhibit, 

which will return this fall at the 

Arts, Crafts and Plants Sale!   

 

Garden Club's Second Vice President, Liz Finch was 

awarded Ponce Inlet Citizen of the Year.  As the Vice 

President and Membership Chair of the Garden Club 

of Ponce Inlet, Liz encourages new members of the 

community to join and actively participate in this 

group.  She also spreads her enthusiasm for her other 

volunteer activities, encouraging others to contribute 

their talents to the town, as she does.   As a result of 

her efforts, the Garden Club has recently inducted 3 

new members:  Lynn Duerr, Barbara Stewart and Ellen 

Knipp-Bestic.   
 

May 27th was the last 

meeting for members 

to socialize before 

summer break. At 

this meeting, Presi-

dent Wini Irvin and 

Membership Chair 

Liz Finch awarded 

Past-President 

Shirley Hibbert a 

lifetime membership 

and presented her 

with lovely flowers.  

During the luncheon, 

Sherry Utter narrated 

a video, created by 

Suzanne Barrow, 

which was a photo 

collage of Shirley’s 

contributions over the years.   

 

The Gardener(s) of the Year, Mary Ann Opperud and 

Diane Bell were presented with flowers, plaques and a 

big thank you from Wini Irvin.  Wini herself received 

flowers in thanks for her exceptional leadership in her 

first full year as club President!   Portia Mallack and 

Linde Citro were recognized for the outstanding job 

they have done with the crafts group making items and 

raising funds for Cancer Centers.  Arlene Conklin cre-

ated the beautiful wreath carried by President Wini 

Irvin (below left) and first Vice President Mary Ann 

Opperud at the Memorial Day Ceremony. 
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GARDEN CLUB OF PONCE INLET BEAUTUFICATION AWARDS 

May - Mark and Margie Hansler of 4789 Michael Lane. 

April – Mike and Susan Dancsecs of 52 Bay Harbour. 

March – Patrick and Julie Rugg of 45 Coastal Oaks.   

Photos of these yards can be seen each month on the club website:  www.gardenclubofponceinlet.org. 

When we return, we will be getting ready for our Annual Arts, Crafts and Plants Show which will be held October 9 

and 10, 2015.  By the time you read this, it is likely that only outdoor Vendor spaces will be available, so please 

pass the application on Page 18 along to anyone you know who would like to participate in selling their handmade 

arts/crafts. 

 

Gardening Update:  Now is a great time to re-plant for autumn blooms.  Marigolds, Sunflowers, 4 O’clocks, Cos-

mos and Zinnias will all produce again.   Also, it’s a good time for vegetables and herbs.  The soil is warm and they 

will grow quickly.  Try planting cucumbers, beans, squash, pumpkins, melons, carrots and scallions.  Remember to 

leave water in your garden for the birds during the hot weather. July chores include deadheading of spent annual 

flowers to force a second blooming.  Keep roses well watered to sustain blooming until late fall.  Answers to your 

specific questions can be found at www.SolutionsforyourLife.org 

——————————————————————————————————————————————

 

Garden Club of 

Ponce Inlet 

Arts, Crafts & 

Plants Sale 

 
SAVE THE DATE!  

Friday, October 9 and Saturday October 10 10am-4pm 

Artists, Crafters, Gardeners 

Raw Local Honey & Bake Sale 

Raffles & Refreshments 

 
Location:  Ponce Inlet Community Center 4670 S. Peninsula Drive 

http://www.gardenclubofponceinlet.org
http://www.SolutionsforyourLife.org
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The Garden Club of Ponce Inlet cordially invites you to participate in the 33rd Annual Arts, Crafts, and Plant Show on October 
9-10, 2015 at the Ponce Inlet Community Center. 

Thursday, October 8 - Set-up will be from 3:00 till 7:00 PM.  Outside Vendors, or those coming from long distances may 
set-up beginning at 7:00 AM on Friday, Oct. 9. 

Friday, October 9 - Show open to the public from 10:00 AM till 4:00 PM 

Saturday, October 10 - Show open to the public from 10:00 AM till 4:00 PM 

Spaces (maximum two per Vendor): 

 Inside spacesvary --  8’X8’, 6’ x 10’  w/table & 2 chairs   2 days  $50.00 

Outside spaces      12’x12’            (no table or chair)        2 days  $30.00 
 

Reservations are made at time of receipt of the Vendor’s check.  The 21 available inside spaces will be assigned on a first come/
first served basis.  The building is locked overnight, but security is NOT available for the outside spaces.  Lunch is available for 
purchase. 

NO REFUNDS WILL BE MADE AFTER SEPTEMBER 11, 2015. 

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

 Please return this portion with your check and a brief description your arts/crafts or submit a non-returnable photo. 

NAME: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS: __________________________________________________________________________ 

CITY/STATE/ZIP: _____________________________________________________________________ 

TELEPHONE: _______________________________________________________________________ 

EMAIL: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Number of Spaces___________   Inside ____________ Outside ___________Electric Y/N___________ 

Make checks payable to the Garden Club of Ponce Inlet.  Return payment with application to: 

Garden Club of Ponce Inlet 

% Jane Magrady 

4642 Riverwalk Village Ct. 

Ponce Inlet, FL 32127 

 

For question call Jane Magrady at 386-265-5120 or email:  jmagrady@cfl.rr.com 
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Citizens for Ponce Inlet 
4670 South Peninsula Drive 

Ponce Inlet, FL  32127-7134 

2015—2016 Membership Registration Form 

 

I wish to become a new member______ ; renew my membership______ 

Enclosed is $10___ $15____ Other______( We can hope)     contribution for my annual membership. 

Did you enjoy this newsletter? 
If so, please consider supporting this organization by becoming a mem-

ber of the Citizens For Ponce Inlet. Your financial contribution will be 

used to help defray the costs of this newsletter as well as the annual 

Candidate’s Forum and the Citizens of the Year Award event.  

Name __________________________________________Phone_______________________    

 

Address ___________________________ City__________________ State ____Zip______ 

Please make all checks payable to Citizens For Ponce Inlet. Detach and mail to:  
 

Judy Huggins 

 44 Coastal Oaks Circle  

Ponce Inlet, FL  32127-6901 
(or leave in the Citizens For Ponce Inlet box at the Community Center)                          


